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BY MARIANNE MALEK 
STAFF WRITER 
On Nov. 29, the USD choral 
scholars performed "Sounds of 
Christmas," a series of holiday 
musical pieces. 
The 13-person choral en­
semble was standing at the front 
of the room as the French parlor 
was soon completely filled. 
Dr. Edwin Basilo, the direc­
tor, introduced the team as the 
"USD Traveling Chorus," since 
they perform at several other 
schools around the country. The 
performance opened up with 
the song "Caroling, Caroling." 
This was a great choice to 
start with since the singers 
began very quietly and raised 
their voices gradually before 
reaching the chorus. They 
switched around the vocal style 
in the next song, "If Ye Love 
Me," by singing it in harmony. 
The choral group performed 
each piece a little differently, 
making the songs of the con­
cert varied and interesting. In 
one of the most upbeat holiday 
songs, "Terly, Terlow," Shan­
non Ippolito performed on the 
cello and Megumi Sagawara 
played the violin as background 
music to the chorus which had 
previously sung all the pieces 
without any background in-
strumentals. A couple of songs 
were performed in male/female 
harmonies, while others fea-
See CHOIR, page 4 
Women honored for impact on USD community 
suffered a spinal cord injury, 
and now has no sensation or 
movement below mid-chest 
and has limited use of his 
arms and hands. 
Billauer created the foun­
dation Life Rolls On, which 
is a non-profit foundation 
dedicated to increasing 
awareness about spinal cord 
injuries. 
Hosted by the Student In­
ternational Business Council 
See BILLAUER, page 3 
BY NICOLLE MONA 
STAFF WRITER 
Many people gathered on 
Nov. 20 to celebrate the 10th 
annual Women of Impact 
Awards. 
Held in Manchester Con­
ference Center, a celebratory 
luncheon took place to honor 
the greatness and achieve­
ments of powerful women 
today. 
The event featured culi­
nary delights served by USD 
Banquets and Catering. Salad, 
pasta and dessert were served 
while the room filled with 
love and respect for these out­
standing women being recog­
nized for their hard work. 
To be nominated as a 
Woman of Impact is an out­
standing honor. Members of 
the university community 
nominate the candidates they 
feel have had a deep impact 
upon the life and well being 
of the community. 
These women were nomi­
BY GEN SALTER 
STAFF WRITER 
Jesse Billauer, former pro 
surfer and founder of the Life 
Rolls On Foundation, shared 
his experiences in overcoming 
adversity Nov. 26 at the Joan 
B. Kroc Institute for Peace & 
Justice. 
Jesse Billauer is a quadriple­
gic. While surfing one morn­
ing in 1996, Jesse was hit by 
RYAN BRENNAN/THE VISTA a wave and flew headfirst int0 
Billauer told students to remain motivated despite challenges. a shallow sandbar. Billauer 
nated by their peers, co-work­
ers, teachers, supervisors or 
friends they have impacted. 
All of the women who were 
nominated were invited to the 
Women of Impact luncheon to 
be honored and recognized as 
strong women exemplifying 
leadership, positive influence 
and an impact on the USD 
community. 
Only one student, staff and 
faculty member were chosen 
from all of the nominees. 
However, each of the nomi­
nees has had a powerful and 
positive influence at USD. 
The women who were 
chosen as this year's Women 
of Impact have gone over the 
top to impact and help the 
entire USD community. 
These strong women will 
have their names added to the 
Women of Impact plaque that 
is displayed in the Women's 
Center. 
See IMPACT, page 3 
RYAN BRENNAN/THE VISTA 
Sister Barbara Quinn was the keynote speaker at the Women of 
Impact event Friday. 
BY BEN CROOKSTON 
STAFF WRITER 
For Americans it may be 
time to face the music or, 
perhaps more accurately, the 
math and science. As of the 
past decade, our country's 
youth have fallen behind in 
the international education rat 
race and unless our leaders 
take action, there appears to 
be no end in sight. 
USD's Educational Lead­
ership Development Acade­
my is doing its part to combat 
the country's slide into medi­
ocrity. In their fight they are 
starting at the top, hoping 
their labors in developing 
educational leaders will have 
a profound effect on the stu­
dents. 
The latest of their efforts is 
the "Spotlights on Education 
Speaker Series," an interac­
tive line of lectures spon­
sored by Gen Probe and the 
San Diego Foundation, that 
aims to, as Melinda Martin, 
co-director of ELD A, said to 
"work with teachers to help 
them integrate math and sci­
ence instruction into all the 
subject areas." 
The series, which started 
earlier in the year, most re­
cently featured guest speaker 
Michael DiSpezio, in the 
simultaneously comedic and 
informative presentation, 
"Humorous Science: Don't 
Make Me Laugh." 
DiSpezio's journey through 
the academic world has seen 
its share of changes in scenery 
and his exploits have led him 
to study under Nobel Laure­
ate Albert Gyorgi at Boston 
University where he worked 
as a marine biologist and to 
his current status today as 
an instructional speaker and 




Crew p. 5 
What I've learned p. 5 
Anti-genocide club p. 6 
ARTS & CULTURE 
• Literary lion dies p. 15 
• Best albums 2007 p. 13 
• Best films 2007 p. 14 
OPINION 
WGA remains steadfast p. 7 
Following the Aussie example p. 8 
Up in smoke p. 9 
SPORTS 
Volleyball p. 17 
Men's basketball p. 20 
Women's basketball p. 18 
The Vista 
NEWS 
Mary Beth Barker News Editor mbarker@usdvista.com 
Thursday, December 6, 2007 
Newsworthy: 
"They are sons, fathers and brothers who were working 
to support us - their families." 
-Family of the five British men held captive in Iraq ask for 
their loved ones to be released. 
BY CHRISTY WAGNER 
ASST. NEWS EDITOR 
Australia's new PM signs 
Kyoto Protocol 
Last week Kevin Rudd was 
sworn in as Australia's prime 
minister. Immediately after the 
ceremony Rudd signed docu­
ments that ratified the Kyoto 
Protocol. 
Australia's new stance on 
the Kyoto Protocol leaves the 
U.S. as the sole developed 
nation which has not ratified 
the treaty. 
Rudd also is committed 
to withdrawing Australia's 
combat troops from Iraq. 
Mine workers strike in South 
Africa 
South African mine work­
ers staged a one-day strike in 
protest of poor safety in the 
country's mines. This is the 
first nationwide strike by the 
miners; about 240,000 people 
were expected to take part in 
the protest. About 40,000 of 
those workers were expected to 
join a protest march in Johan­
nesburg later that day. 
More than 180 workers have 
been killed in the South Afri­
can mines this year. In 2006, 
200 deaths were reported in the 
mines. 
Iran expels Canadian ambas­
sador 
Canadian Foreign Affairs 
Minister Maxime Bernier was 
expelled from Tehran Monday. 
The move came after Ottawa 
failed to approve Iran's pro­
posed diplomatic representa­
tion to Canada. 
Tensions between the two 
countries have existed since 
a Canadian-Iranian journalist 
died in police custody in Iran 
in 2003. 
Castro nominated for Cuban 
seat 
Cuban President Fidel Castro 
was nominated as a candidate 
for a seat in the next National 
Assembly. Castro must be re­
elected to the assembly if he is 
to remain the president of the 
Council of State. 
His nomination leaves an 
option open to return to power. 
Castro handed over power to 
his brother Raul 16 months ago 
on account of poor health. 
Hundreds escape Indian rail 
blast 
A bomb damaged a train 
carrying hundreds of people 
in the northeast Indian state of 
Assam. 
While no one was hurt, win­
dows and doors were damaged 
and the train was delayed for 
several hours. 
It is not clear who carried out 
the attack, but police have put 
blame on militants fighting for 
the rights of the descendants of 
tribal tea laborers. 
Similar explosions have 
killed hundreds of people 
over the years in this region. 
Chimps beat humans in 
memory test 
Young chimps outperformed 
university students in memory 
tests devised by Japanese scien­
tists. The experiments involved 
remembering the location of 
numbers on a screen and cor­
rectly recalling their sequence. 
Three pairs of mother and 
baby chimpanzees were tested 
against university students. 
The mothers and their young 
offspring have already been 
taught to count from one to 
nine. 
The findings suggest that 
chimpanzees have an extraor­
dinary photographic memory 
that is superior to humans. 
Daredevil Evel Knievel dies 
Legendary daredevil Evel 
Knievel died this weekend at 
Sources: BBC, CNN 
the age of 69. His death has 
been attributed to ill health. 
Knievel had suffered from 
health problems such as diabe­
tes and pulmonary fibrosis for 
several years. 
Knievel performed death-
defying stunts in the 1960s and 
70s, including an attempted 
motorcycle jump over Snake 
River Canyon in Idaho. 
Somalia halts food aid 
The Somali government 
prevented food aid from being 
distributed in the Lower Sha-
belle region of southern Soma­
lia earlier this week. 
The 3.5 tons of food aid 
on two ships were not able to 
unload their cargo. The ships 
were escorted by the French 
navy to scare off pirates. 
The UN's World Food Pro­
gram has not recieved an ex-* 
planation or even confirmation 
from the government about this 
action. 
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Wheelchair doesn't limit quadriplegic's dreams 
BILLAUER, continued 
and Associated Students, Bil-
lauer offered words of hope 
and encouragement to USD 
and SDSU students. Engaging 
his audience, Billauer asked 
that everybody close their eyes 
and visualize their dreams. 
He went on to question if 
those dreams were coming 
true, and what could be done 
in order for those dreams to be 
achieved. 
For an hour, the audience 
listened as Billauer shared his 
own dreams of becoming a 
pro surfer, a movie star, a col­
lege graduate and one day, a 
father. Going on to address the 
challenges that his injury has 
presented, Billauer discussed 
how he has been able to real­
ize these dreams. • 
"I often times get asked 
how I keep a positive attitude 
and outlook even though I'm 
stuck in this wheelchair," Bil­
lauer said. "Only you hold 
yourself back from achieving 
your goals. If you follow your 
heart and your mind, nothing 
is impossible." 
With a custom made surf­
board, Billauer is still able to 
surf regularly. Billauer recent­
ly starred in Step into Liquid, 
a surfing documentary and in 
May 2002, Billauer graduated 
from San Diego State Univer­
sity. 
"If I can do it in this chair, 
so can you," Billauer said. 
After sharing his story, 
Billauer opened up the floor 
for audience members to ask 
questions. 
For 30 minutes, students 
asked questions regarding 
Billauer's experience. Among 
these questions was one con­
cerning Billauer's motivation 
and drive. 
"I'm trying to make a dif­
ference in the lives of others 
who have spinal cord injuries," 
Billauer said. "I'm motivating 
people to live life to the full­
est despite any obstacles they 
may face." 
Encouraging students to 
think before they act, Billauer 
offered some advice, 
"Life is a matter of choice. 
Your choices now decide your 
future. So live, love and enjoy, 
but be careful," Billauer said. 
Before signing autographs 
and talking with his audience, 
Billauer asked that everybody 
close their eyes once again, 
and visualize all that they 
have. 
"Appreciate what you 
have," Billauer said. "Don't 
dwell on what you don't, and 
work for what you want." 
"If you follow your heart and your 
mind, nothing is impossible." 
Jesse Billauer 
Student, faculty, alumna awarded for oustanding efforts 
IMPACT, continued with local Native American 
communities in order to foster 
This luncheon began with a 
welcoming from the Women's 
Center graduate assistant Sara 
Headden. 
Following her greeting 
was the prayer, given by Jes­
sica Montgomery. After the 
keynote address was given by 
Sr. Barbara Quinn and the rec­
ognition of the nominees was 
announced by Maggie Klos, 
the anticipation of who was 
going to win the award was 
on the rise. 
Next came the announce­
ment everyone had been 
waiting for. Revealed by Erin 
Lovette-Colyer, director of 
the Women's Center, the re­
markable Women of Impact 
of the year were Laura Taylor, 
Noreen Arora, Dr. Michelle 
Jacobs and Evangelina Gon­
zalez. 
At USD, Taylor represents 
the important role that women 
will play in building a peace­
ful future. Taylor is a gradu­
ate of USD's master program 
in Peace and Justice Studies 
and has represented the IPJ in 
Nepal. 
Taylor was recognized for 
coordinating the 2007 Women 
Peacemakers Summit, which 
successfully featured 14 inter­
C0URTESY OF SARA HEADDEN 
Students Maggie Klos, Jessica Montgomery, Ursula Tran, Caroline Tall and Kaitlin Gowan attended. 
national women peacemakers. 
She also represented USD and 
the IPJ at the United -Nations 
Commission on the Status of 
Women. 
On top of many other ac­
complishments, Taylor has 
served on several USD com­
mittees and helped them in 
many ways. 
Arora has made a great 
contribution to philanthropic 
efforts at this university. 
As Alpha Phi's vice presi­
dent of marketing, Arora 
planned the third annual Red 
Dress Gala and helped bring 
the meaning of philanthropy 
to higher standards. In nine 
months Noreen planned a gala 
that hosted over 400 guests 
and raised $65,500. 
In response to this, the 
Alpha Phi chapter at USD 
became the nation's leading 
chapter in terms of charitable 
funds. 
Dr. Jacobs is a professor in 
the ethnic studies department. 
Jacobs has built connections 
unity between the university 
and the surrounding areas in 
San Diego. 
She also started the Native 
American Student Organiza­
tion and is the advisor. Jacobs 
is extremely knowledgeable 
in her field and willing to help 
her students whenever they 
need it. 
Gonzalez is the reason why 
Maher Hall stays so clean and 
beautiful for students every 
day. Not only does she make 
sure the classrooms, bath­
rooms and everything is per­
fect, but she also has a good 
attitude while doing it. 
After the awards were given 
and Headden gave the closing 
statement, the luncheon came 
to an end. Desserts were fin­
ished and conversations began 
on what a success the luncheon 
had been. 
The women who were hon­
ored on this day are important 
women in our society who 
deserve to be recognized for 
their work. 
With outstanding women 
like this in the USD commu­
nity doing everything they can 
to make this school a better 
place, students are in good 
hands. 
High energy considered key to student learning 
LAUGH, continued 
author of 30 published aca­
demic texts. 
While granting him an of­
ficial title might necessitate 
many hyphens, one thing about 
DiSpezio hasn't changed. 
"I like to have fun," he said. 
"For me, going to work is like 
going to play." 
Certainly such remarks 
might seem off-base consid­
ering the various academic 
arenas he has worked in, but as 
he would later demonstrate in 
his speech, science and math 
can be fun and don't have to 
be the drab, boring subjects 
we may conceive them to be. 
Much of DiSpezio's mes­
sage was dedicated to thwart­
ing the languishing studies of 
math and science in America's 
youth through using interac­
tive techniques like puzzles 
and optical illusions to si­
multaneously challenge and 
intrigue students. 
"Not only are students 
stumped by these brain-chal­
lenging visuals, but they get 
to understand the science and 
secrets of each effect," DiSpe­
zio said. 
He enthusiastically asserted 
that the effectiveness in such 
methods rests in the theory 
that, "Puzzle solving confuses 
visual processing, allowing 
us to understand our brain's 
prewiring and preconstructed 
ways of learning. And through 
this revelation, we are able to 
tailor teaching and study tech­
niques to our brain's own way 
of learning." 
By talking about the brain 
in applicable principles, DiS­
pezio expects that his teach­
ings will help other educators 
"build brain friendly environ­
ments where kids are not pas­
sive recipients of knowledge, 
but rather active contributors 
to their learning." 
In bringing in high-energy, 
thought - provoking speakers 
like DiSpezio, the ELDA is 
doing its part in the nationwide 
effort to reform science and 
math instruction in an effort 
to increase national standards, 
and hopefully, as Martin said, 
"make it more appealing and 
understandable for students." 
The "Spotlight on Educa­
tion Speaker" series will con­
tinue throughout the year with 
the next speaker, acclaimed 
physics instructor Arthur 
Eisenkraft, coming to speak 
Jan. 10 in the SOLES build­
ing. 
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public safety report 
NEWS 
Nov. 26 - Dec. 2 
San Rafael: 
fyf9p9 p.m. Public 
safety responded to 
a report of the smell 
of marijuana coming 
from a residence hall 
room. Upon investi­
gation two resident 
students were cited 
for possession of mar­
ijuana and two resi­
dent students were 
cited for possession 




:2() a.m. Public 
ty responded to a 
report of a derogatory 
e-mail received by a 
university employee 
from a university stu­
dent. The incident 
has been referred to 
Student Affairs. 
Copley Libaiy: 
At 3:20 p.m. Public 
Safety responded to 
a report of a suspi­
cious individual that 
was engaging in un­
wanted contact with a 
female student during 
the week of Nov. 19. 
The individual was 
contacted and identi­
fied as a non-student 
and advised that he 




Safety responded to 
a report of an offen­
sive statement that 
was found written 
on a chalkboard in a 
classroom. The state­
ment read "No Blame, 
No Shame, No Guilt, 
White Supremacy." 
Upon investigation it 
was determined that 
the statement was 
written in conjunc­
tion with a previous 
classroom discussion 
regarding the topic of 
power and privilege. 
^r Village: 
>3 p.m. Public 
responded to 
a complaint of an in­
dividual knocking on 
various residence hall 
doors. Upon investiga­
tion the individual was 
contacted, identified 
as a resident student 
and evaluated. The 
student was found to 
be too intoxicated to 
care for himself (BAC 
of .212) and was vol­
untarily transported 
to Detox. 
I a her Hall: 
1 2:49 a.m. Public 
Safety responded to 
a report of the theft 
of $210, an XBOX 
game and console, two 
laptop computers and 
two digital cameras 
from a residence hall 
room. Upon investi­
gation the room was 
found to have been 
entered by removing a 
screen and gaining ac­




At 3:18 a.m. Public 
Safety responded to a 
report of a large fight 
in the Main Parking 
Structure involving 
various individuals 
who were returning 
from Tijuana. Upon 
investigation, six non-
USD college students 
were contacted and 
interviewed by USD 
Public Safety officers. 
According to wit­
nesses, three of the 
non-USD students 
were identified as be­
ing involved in the 
fight. One USD stu­
dent was transported 
to the hospital due to 
injuries sustained in 
the fight. The initial 
investigation indicates 
that the fight was a 
result of a dispute 
that occurred earlier 
in Tijuana. All par­
ties involved indicated 
that they did not want 
to pursue criminal 
charges. The incident 
has been referred to 
Student Affairs. 
If you need help or 
see something suspi­
cious, contact Public 
Safety at ext. 7777. 
Choir sings holiday songs 
CHOIR, continued 
tured solos to perform parts of 
the song. 
Aside from mixed methods 
of performing each piece, the 
director also gave a brief his­
tory of each song before it was 
presented. "William Billings, 
the composer of 'Oh Virgin 
Unspotted', was one of the 
earliest American composers. 
Although he did not have a lot 
of money growing up, he sang 
tenor in one of America's first 
singing groups," he said. By 
giving the audience insights, 
they were able to understand 
the music better. 
The voices of this year's 
choral group were so fine 
tuned and in sync with one 
other that it was no surprise 
when people crowded in the 
back of the parlor even after 
all the seats were filled. 
Every member of the 
choral group kept a smile on 
their face when they were 
not singing. The costumes, 
though simple, were elegant. 
The performers were very 
passionate about their art and 
it showed. 
It was clear that this group 
spent many months practic­
ing and rehearsing with one 
another to reach the level of 
excellence they showed this 
past week. Their next event is 
tomorrow at 8 p.m. in Found­
ers Chapel. 
Students frustrated with College Cab 
BY JODEE DEBES 
GUEST WRITER 
USD students have the 
option to call College Cab 
seven days a week from 6 p.m. 
to 6 a.m. at half the price of 
a normal cab fare, according 
to the Center for Health and 
Wellness Promotion. 
Orange Cab Co. provides 
this alternate transportation for 
students as long as they present 
the cab driver with a USD ID. 
The main advantage to this 
service is the ability to pay half 
the cab fare within two weeks, 
so students stranded without 
money or stuck in an uncom­
fortable situation can escape. 
According to the CHWP 
report for the academic school 
year of 2006-2007, there were a 
total of 320 College Cab usages 
while the previous year reported 
540. The drop in students using 
College Cab could be due to a 
variety of reasons, such as a de­
crease in awareness among stu­
dents or the service's decreased 
reliability. 
"Nobody has ever told me 
about College Cab," freshman 
Aaron Phillips said. 
Avery Seretan, a sophomore 
living on campus, described 
her first time using the service 
as annoying. "It was 3:30 in the 
morning, at Luigi's, and we were 
trying to get back to campus. I 
called them and they said it was 
too late and they couldn't do it. 
They told us to call another cab 
service," Seretan said. 
Students have reported other 
problems, such as being on hold 
for a long time and the driver 
not understanding the payment 
options or the concept of Col­
lege Cab. 
"The first time we tried to use 
it, we tried to explain it to the 
cab driver and he had no idea 
what it was. We gave him our 
USD ID number and he didn't 
know what to do with it," soph-
more Matt Hermann said. 
There are positives and nega­
tives to using the service. But 
the College Cab phone number, 
619-291-3333, remains in many 
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Schoolworthy: 
"Go big or go home." 
-Kyle Martindale, Class of2008 
Live, love 
and learn 
Men of crew go for gold instead of glory 
BY JILLIAN ANTHONY 
CAMPUS FOCUS EDITOR 
This semester has, charac­
teristically enough, had its ups 
and downs. I am proud to say 
that I did overcome my internal 
obstacles and honestly had the 
best semester of college so far. I 
have grown so much as a person 
these past few months, and the 
lessons I have learned, some 
harshly, will be with me for the 
rest of my life. 
1. Wash the dishes. When 
I do this simple but incredibly 
obnoxious task, my roommates' 
moods suddenly shift. That 
money I owe them is temporar­
ily forgotten, the TV remote qui­
etly finds its way into my hand, 
and I've gained another week or 
so of grace before I have to do 
them again. 
2. Don't sign up for drop 
in fitness. I'm not going to go 
to fitness classes. I know it, you 
know it, the workers at FroYo 
definitely know it. The closest 
I get to drop in fitness is drop­
ping in on that last piece of cake 
before my roommates do. 
3. Don't stress over people 
that don't stress over you. He 
cheated. She likes your friend 
more than you. Your room­
mate stabbed you in the back. It 
happened, move on. Go to the 
beach, take in the beauty of the 
city we live in, sit by the reflec­
tion pool for an hour and bask 
in the glory that is USD. You're 
in San Diego, that should be 
enough. You'll meet your next 
boyfriend by tomorrow, and he 
will be cuter. 
4. Never be afraid to tackle 
something new, challeng­
ing or foreign. This semester 
I took on one of my biggest 
responsibilities of the year; I 
became Campus Focus Editor 
of The Vista, and all I can say 
is THANK GOD. I was terrified 
by my lack of design experience 
at first, but working at The Vista 
has brought me a cute little jour­
nalism family as well as invalu­
able experience for my future 
career in writing. 
Next semester has a high 
standard of amazingness to 
reach, as I happily continue to 
reach for a box of Cheez-its and 
the hand of a friend. 
Virgen de Guadalupe Mass 
Hosted by AS, AChA, and MEChA, a celebration of the 
Virgin of Guadalupe will be held on Dec. 9 from 4:30 to 8 p.m. 
Dinner will be served in the main dining room and a 
procession from the UC to the Immaculata will take place 
at 6 p.m. where Aztec dancers will perform. Mass will be held 
at 7 p.m. in the Immaculata with hot chocolate and pan dulce 
being served immediately following mass in the UC foyer. 
D-Day: Awareness 
of Campus Diversity 
In light of recent hate crimes on campus, a solidarity event 
will take place on Thursday, Dec. 6 during dead hours in 
front of the UC to educate and bring awareness to diversity. 
There will be an open micfor students and faculty to share 
their thoughts, feelings,and ideas. Students will discuss the 
proliferation of homophobia on campus and the lack 
of retention and recruitment of students of color. 
BY JILLIAN ANTHONY 
CAMPUS FOCUS EDITOR 
Catching "crabs," ergom-
eters, feathering and the an­
aerobic threshold. These words 
may seem slightly esoteric, but 
for the 25 or so members of the 
USD crew team, they are a way 
of life. 
Typically students focus 
their attention on more conven­
tional sports, like football or 
basketball. As a result, rowing 
is rarely understood beyond 
the early practice times and 
ever-frequent weekend races. 
The athletes' grueling training, 
selflessness, commitment and 
sense of brotherhood are some­
how lost in translation. 
"Rowing is a sport where all 
of your pretenses are stripped 
away," Head Coach Brooks 
Dagman said. "You cannot fake 
it. It's a really liberating experi­
ence, a very authentic activity. 
You can't fake those blisters on 
your hands." 
The blisters Dagman speaks 
of come from hours of rowing 
each day, one session at six in 
the morning out on the water 
five days a week, and another 
session on cardio rowing ma­
chines called ergometers on 
land. Even more are the bi­
weekly weight lifting and bio-
mechanical training sessions 
that emphasize flexibility, core 
strength, and body alignment. 
The training is so intense that, 
according to Dagman, the 
team retains only about half 
the men that try out. For those 
that stick it out, the experience 
can be physically and mentally 
rewarding, even life changing. 
In fact, most of the guys can't 
seem to get enough of crew, or 
each other. 
Crew spectators won't fill 
Qualcomm Stadium but judg­
ing by the men's constant sing-
a-longs and uncontrollable fits 
of laughter, this doesn't seem 
to affect their camaraderie or 
sense of spirit. 
"Crew is not kind to specta­
tors," Dagman said. "Races are 
often a mile and a half long. 
The sport is athlete-centered 
and not media driven. Because 
JILLIAN ANTHONYAHE VISTA 
Joshua Kolodjeski, Tyler Combs, Kyle Martindale, T.J. Forster and coxswain K.C. Lumbard race at the 
Long Beach sprints and finish in second place. 
there are no scholarships and 
[the athletes] are not being 
chased by the media, the only 
thing keeping them here is love 
of the sport." 
Despite a lack of recogni­
tion from both the media and 
their peers, members of the 
team keep at it, even at great 
personal cost. Their sleep and 
social lives undoubtedly suffer, 
but the thing that suffers most 
is the body itself. 
Josh Winters, USD junior 
and a member of varsity crew, 
described the body's reactions 
during a typical race. 
"Right between about 500 
and 1500 meters is the absolute 
worst [during a race]," Winters 
said. "Your legs start to burn 
and your hands and feet go 
numb. At 1250 meters your ribs 
hurt and your stomach is turn­
ing. Finally when you have 300 
meters left, you're sprinting at 
full speed, taking one breath 
a stroke, while your legs are 
completely shutting down." 
During a race, the athletes 
cross the anaerobic threshold 
within the first few strokes, 
essentially meaning that for 
nearly the entire race, they have 
to row with a tremendous and 
ever-growing oxygen deficit. 
"Your body literally feels 
like it's dying," Dagman said. 
"Your whole body is on fire 
and you are just trying to find 
a way to get two inches in front 
of the other boat." 
Though rowing is arguably 
less likely to result in long-term 
injury than other sports, there 
are still dangers inherent in the 
sport. "Catching a crab" can 
cause various injuries, which 
result from the boat's speed 
ripping a rower's oar out of his 
control. The oar handle is then 
hurled back with hundreds of 
pounds of water pressure into 
the face or chest of the athlete. 
Rowers have been known to 
shatter noses or be completely 
ejected from the boat after 
catching the "dreaded crab." 
Certainly nothing about 
this sounds fun, but something 
about the sport keeps the men 
coming back year after year. 
"Crew is all about synergy," 
Dagman said. "It's a very me­
chanical thing. The best crews 
are so in sync that they are 
literally able to defy physics in 
the speed they should be going 
for the amount of weight they 
are pulling." 
USD's program is very' 
young as far as crew programs 
go: only 20 years old compared 
to UC Berkeley's program, 
which is 140 years old. 
"Because our program is 
at a smaller school, it's auto­
matically harder to get ahead," 
Novice Coach David Janiak 
said. "Other schools have long 
rowing traditions, and we are 
still in the process of making it 
a tradition here." 
Janiak, who rowed at Berke­
ley himself, and still rows on a 
club team, said that rowing can 
be a meaningful part of college 
life for young men. 
"You fall in love with the 
sport, do it for all four years, 
and will probably continue 
later on in life," Janiak said. 
"These men will look back at 
their time in college and won't 
remember things like parties. 
They will remember rowing 
and the friends they made and 
become strong alumni." 
Though the crew team has 
had what Dagman called a 
"Murphy's Law" semester, the 
coaches and the men have high 
hopes for next semester. 
"We've had a rough fall, 
but judging by the character 
and commitment of the squad, 
I can forsee a fruitful spring 
season," USD senior and var­
sity team member Kyle Mar­
tindale said. "We are hopeful 
and we have a good vibe. We 
are at the morale-building stage 
right now, but we've got good 
momentum going. Go big or go 
home." 
The novice team took home 
first place in their sprint races 
at Long Beach Sunday and 
varsity fours took second and 
fourth. With some strong oars­
men returning from abroad and 
the prospect of new team mem­
bers adding to the inner com­
petitiveness of the team, the 
squad anticipates more wins in 
the future. 
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Teach for America tackles illiteracy epidemic 
BY ANGELA VIENS 
GUEST WRITER 
Think back to your senior year of high 
school. As college students we reflect 
on it as possibly the most demanding 
year of our lives. With writing essays, 
SAT tests, college applications and AP 
classes, it felt like an endless spiral of 
paperwork. Now imagine the situation 
a little differently: you are three years 
behind other students in the ability to 
read or write and are still faced with 
these demands. You heard college was 
supposed to be the most enjoyable time 
of your life, where you learned who are 
and what you are to become but you 
instead sit at the computer screen hope­
less and lost at attempting the grueling 
applications. You face the fact you have 
to give up on your dream because you 
never had the proper education. 
This is the reality of 13 million citi­
zens in the United States. This reality is 
predominant in most cities and is even 
occurring within the Linda Vista com­
munity. 
Teach for America began as an attempt 
to fight these injustices. The program 
was started in 1990 by a college senior 
named Wendy Kopp and has grown to 
17,000 individuals today. Based on two 
mission statements, Teach for America 
elects the top notch college students 
BY GEN SALTER 
STAFF WRITER 
Taking a stand against genocide, USD 
students have organized a chapter of the 
fastest-growing student anti-genocide co­
alition in the world today, STAND. With 
already 25 active members, STAND is 
working toward educating, fundraising 
and advocating for the prevention of 
genocide. As it is the first genocide to 
based on various criteria, with an empha­
sis in leadership. Over the past 16 years, 
34 USD alums have joined the Teach 
For America program. In total, 20 USD 
alums currently teach in under-resourced 
schools across the nation, and 12 of them 
are from the class of 2007 alone. 
In the classroom, trained corps mem­
bers aim to educate underprivileged stu­
dents, ranging from elementary school to 
high school, to be the best they possibly 
can in that subject and face goals that 
combat the impossible. 
The first mission statement of Teach 
for America is that "All children in this 
nation will have the opportunity to attain 
an excellent education." Corps members 
are spread throughout the country work­
ing for this goal, one child at a time. 
This program is geared for a fast track; 
the selected corps members are able to 
teach after an intense five-week train­
ing session instead of the usual teaching 
route which may take years before they 
teach. 
"Not only do corps members excel in 
the classroom, they are passionate about 
what they do and have goals," Brittany 
Estrada, a USD senior who is soon to 
become a Teach for America corps 
member, said. Estrada used Annette 
Beebe as an example, a corps member 
alumna who is now a Teach for America 
recruiter. Beebe not only worked to help 
come from the 21st century, the tragic 
situation in Darfur has been the club's 
focal point: 
STAND, formerly known as "Students 
Taking Action Now: Darfur," formed in 
2004 in response to the atrocities taking 
place in Darfur. Now STAND chapters 
actively raise awareness and organize to 
prevent and stop genocide everywhere, 
wherever it may occur. Joining over 700 
chapters at other schools around the globe, 
STAND members 
at USD are taking 
action as an anti-
genocide coalition, 
raising awareness 




are to increase con­
sciousness, nation­




political action for 
a swift and sustain­
able solution to the 
crisis, and coordi­
nate national and 
international ef­
forts to achieve the 
two goals above. 
"Genocide is 
a serious issue 
that deserves a 
united humanitar­
ian response," 
USD junior and 
President of the 
STAND chapter 
at USD Summer 
Buckley said. 
students have better grades but also set 
her goal as having their test scores be 
above the honors English class. These 
students actually met the honors English 
level in a matter of one year. 
Molly Diaz, a Teach for America 
alumna and recruiter, said a large part of 
the problem of the achievement gap is 
the lack of societal awareness. 
"Some people don't realize and 
some people do realize that there is 
an achievement gap," Diaz said. "The 
schools are asked to do more with their 
lesser resources and talent. There is also 
an ideology that political leaders don't 
think this achievement gap is closeable. 
In schools, superintendents don't know 
it exists." 
Many USD students are aware of 
this problem and have begun to tackle 
it through USD's Center for Commu­
nity Service Learning's Youth to College 
program. This program helps to train 
USD students to work as America Reads 
America Counts tutors and mentors in 
six Linda Vista public schools. Mont­
gomery Middle School in Linda Vista 
has only this year to raise the test scores 
of its students before the federal govern­
ment will take over under the No Child 
Left Behind Act. 
The second mission statement of 
Teach for America is to enlist the na­
tion's most promising future leaders in 
The ongoing genocide in Darfur, 
Sudan, began in 2003, when the govern­
ment of Sudan began sponsoring attacks 
against the people of Darfur. 
The genocide has claimed as many as 
400,000 lives and displaced more than 
2.5 million people. Sudanese govern­
ment-sponsored groups have used vio­
lence, rape, disease, organized starvation 
and mass murder to kill thousands of in­
nocent Darfurians every month. 
When asked what sparked her fervent 
movement against genocide, Buckley 
said she was appalled by people's igno­
rance of the genocide in Darfur. 
"I was wearing a 'Save Darfur' T-
shirt one day and four people asked me 
'What's Darfur?' I thought to myself, I 
need to do this. I have to raise aware­
ness," Buckley said. 
Last week, STAND and Residence 
Life hosted a screening of the film Hotel 
Rwanda. Students were able to sip hot 
chocolate and educate themselves on the 
situation in Sudan through its similarities 
to the Rwandan genocide of 1994. 
Tonight in the IPJ Theater, STAND 
and Father Bill Headley, the dean of the 
school of peace studies, will be screen­
ing a new documentary, "Darfur NOW." 
Adam Sterling, star of the film, Judy Ber­
nstein, director of the Sudan Divestment 
Task Force, and political science profes­
sor Dr. James Williams, will be hosting 
a question and answer session after the 
screening. 
"Even though more people may be 
able to recognize the country Darfur 
through our work, it's not just a trendy 
thing that will go away next season," 
Buckley said. "Genocide needs to be ad­
dressed. It needs to be acted against." 
Students wishing to join the fight 
against genocide should contact the USD 
the movement to eliminate educational 
inequality. Corps members come out 
with an amazing experience, completely 
new perspectives and powerful leader­
ship skills our nation is thirsty to have. 
Teach for America alums are currently 
exemplifying this mission by using their 
experience in bigger issues like policy, 
law, healthcare, and education. Rather 
than focus on economical side of these 
issues, they look at it on a ground level 
- seeing how it would affect all citizens 
within the nation, not just the wealthy 
few. 
"Ninety-six percent of senate have 
law degrees and look at our government 
now," Lisa Saldias, a USD senior who 
will train as a corps member this summer, 
said. "Imagine if 96 percent have had the 
Teach for America experience." 
If you are interested in joining the 
Teach for America mission, try reaching 
one of the recruiters on campus here at 
USD as well as among 131 other cam­
puses nationwide. 
The power to believe is an amazing 
thing, and Teach for America seeks to 
instill this belief in those that have had 
far less opportunity in life than many of 
the students here at USD. 
As Bill Gates once said, "A great mind 
is a terrible thing to waste," especially if 





BY MERCEDES KASTNER 
STAFF WRITER 
USD is now offering a grant avail­
able to all juniors and seniors in the 
Honors Program: the Lawrence 
Hinman Honors Research Grant. This 
grant was made possible by a professor 
of philosophy after whom the grant is 
named, and it is very unique. Not only 
can it be used to develop and improve 
student research but it can also be 
spent toward preparing a presentation, 
developing a senior thesis or traveling 
to present at a conference. 
The award, which will generally 
be no more than $500, is available 
to all Honors students from any area 
of study with the College of Arts and 
Sciences and the School of Business. 
Applying for the grant is simple 
and involves the submission of a pro­
posal including a title page, research 
plan, budget and letter of recommen­
dation, If a proposal is distinctive and 
scholarly enough to merit more funds, 
the award amount may be increased. 
The decisions regarding the recipients 
of the grant are made by the Honors 
Faculty Committee and students ob­
taining the grant are notified by e-mail 
within a month of application. 
Although the 2007-2008 applica­
tion period has already closed, anyone 
interested in learning more about the 
grant or considering applying for the 
2008-2009 academic year should, 
stop by the Honors Program office in 
Founders 119. 
COURTESY OF SUMMER BUCKLEY 
Summer Buckley, president of STAND, protests against the 
genocide of the Darfur region in the Sudan in front of the White 
House. She hopes to organize events at USD to bring more 
awareness to genocide injustices worldwide. 
STAND rallies students against genocide 
Thursday, December 6, 2007 
Alex Antone 
Opinionworthy: 
"What we have to do ... is to find a way to celebrate our diversity and 
debate our differences without fracturing our communities." 
Opinion Editor aantone@usdvista.com -Hillary Clinton 
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Good news for Tila Tequila: WGA remains steadfast 
BY ALEX ANTONE 
OPINION EDITOR 
Typewriters in Hollywood 
have remained silent for 
over a month, but it seems as 
though few people are miss­
ing the click-clack sound of 
creativity ~ so far. As No­
vember sweeps turn into De­
cember sleeps, network tele­
vision will start to rely on the 
two R's, reruns and reality, to 
fill the void that the Writer's 
Guild of America has left. 
It would appear that most 
USD students either don't 
know why the WGA is striking, 
don't care enough to find out or 
simply don't care at all. If you 
don't watch television, good 
for you - you must read a lot 
of books. But for us TV enthu­
siasts, this strike spells disaster 
for our weekday nights. The 
florescent lights of "The Office" 
have already been turned off, 
and "Grey's Anatomy" fans will 
soon be left in the McDark — a 
sad day for entertainment. 
So who is to blame? The 
Writers? The Studios? The 
Writers Guild of America is a 
labor union that represents not 
only writers for television but 
also film and radio as well. The 
complete contract proposals by 
the WGA can be found on their 
web site at WGA.org, but most 
prominent aspects of the pro­
posals are about residuals from 
DVD sales and online media. 
Currently, writers earn 0;3 per­
cent of the distributor's gross on 
DVD sales. That means when 
you buy a $20 DVD, the writ­
ers who wrote the script for the 
movie or television show get six 
cents. The WGA has proposed 
a doubling of this percentage to 
0.6 percent on DVD sales up to 
$1 million, and then 0.72 per­
cent after that. 
Streamed media over the In­
ternet has also become a conve­
nient way to watch movies and 
television shows. Most network 
television shows can be viewed 
online for free at anytime, with 
the studios generating revenue 
from advertisements on both the 
web site and from ads inserted 
into* the program itself. As of 
today, writers do not receive 
any residuals for media that is 
streamed for free. The WGA is 
proposing a 2.5 percent residual 
payment of the distributor's 
gross for the re-use of material 
on the Internet and other non-
traditional media. 
The WGA proposes that the 
2.5 percent residual payment 
should also apply to all original 
content written for non-tra­
ditional media such as webi-
sodes. Right now, there is no 
current provision for payment 
for this material. In fact, writ­
ers of "The Office" received 
no residuals for their work on 
webisodes that are available 
for viewing on NBC.com, the 
same webisodes that won them 
a Daytime Emmy. 
The Alliance of Motion Pic­
ture and Television Producers 
(AMPTP) represents the inter­
ests of the film and television 
producers. Their belief is that 
the writers are being compen­
sated fairly for their work, 
and in regards to new media, 
sludios are already paying mil­
lions of dollars in residuals for 
permanent and pay-per-view 
downloads, such as iTunes. 
It's a tough issue, and I 
can certainly see both sides 
of the argument. The writers 
are the creative force behind 
it all, but the studios provide 
the means to turn their ideas 
into reality. 1 encourage 
everyone to visit both the 
web site for the WGA and 
AMPTP to educate yourself 
about the issue that is cur­
rently corroding the. face of 
entertainment. 
Until an agreement is 
reached, we can continue 
watching the news, quiz 
shows, reruns and reality 
television. But as much as 
I love watching New York 
and Tila Tequila's respective 
searches for love, I might 
have to dust off my copy of 
"The Alchemist" and hope 
for the best. 
In response to hate crimes at USD, a letter from Associated Students 
It has come to the Associat­
ed Students Executive Board's 
attention that the University of 
San Diego's campus is not the 
"community" that this board 
is working so hard to create. 
Even more to our surprise, it is 
not simply because people are 
not attending events or athletic 
games, but because there are 
people in the USD community 
perpetrating hate crimes and 
c o m m i t t i n g  
hateful acts. 
Just within 
the first week 
of November, 
two incidents 
of hateful acts 
were reported 
to the office of 
Public Safety 
and one was 
reported last 
week. These 
are three incidents too many! 
More than simply being the 
latest in a long history of hate­
ful acts, the recent acts of hate 
have been identified by some 
students as symptoms of a 
hostile campus climate. This 
hateful climate will no longer 
be tolerated. 
These incidents are not rare, 
they are just rarely reported. 
There are fellow students who 
feel unwelcome at USD; stu­
dents that are involved in clubs 
and organizations, students 
that are speaking out against 
hate, and students that are sit­
ting next to you in class. 
As stated on Public Safety's 
web site, "Harassment of others 
because of a persons race, reli­
gion, ancestry, national origin, 
disability, gender, sexual ori­
entation, or because he/she 
perceives that the other person 
has one or more of these char­
acteristics is against the law 
and will not be tolerated by the 
University. Severe disciplinary 
action and possible criminal 
prosecution will follow." This 
statement is fully supported by 
the Executive Board and we 
We stand as one, firm to the opinion 
that hateful actions from students, 
faculty, staff, or administration, 
toward students, faculty, staff, and 
administration, will not be tolerated. 
also fully support the student 
body in their movements. In ac­
cordance with the university's 
Mission Statement, promoting 
an inclusive environment to all 
people who walk onto USD's 
grounds is a main priority. 
We are supposed to be creat­
ing a climate of education and 
growth as individuals who will 
be positively impacting the 
world in which we live. This 
needs to begin here and now. 
While discrimination is 
sadly still a large issue being 
faced by our world today, the 
students at this university not 
only have the opportunity, but 
also the ability to start creating 
change within the USD micro­
cosm of the world. We are the 
future of this world and with 
this future comes great oppor­
tunity and great responsibility. 
It is our responsibility to STOP 
HATE and START LOVE on 
this campus, and later within 
whatever environment we find 
ourselves in. 
As your Associated Students 
Executive Board, we would 
like to formally take a stand 
against hate, alongside the stu­
dent body, on 
the University 
of San Diego's 
campus and 
the world as 
a whole. As 
a board, we 
stand as one, 





or administration, toward stu­
dents, faculty, staff and admin­
istration, will not be tolerated. 
We are in a crisis right now 
where our campus system­
atically allows its community 
members to be openly racist 
and homophobic. It is impor­
tant to understand that USD is 
not perfect, and we as a com­
munity are still facing this large 
problem of discrimination. It 
is time to take a stand against 
hate, day to day, week to week, 
semester to semester, and year 
to year, and not judge one an­
other because of the color of 
their skin or who they choose 
to love. Showing LOVE is not 
a crime, showing HATE is. 
If anyone has any question, 
comments, or concerns, or 
would like to continue this dia­
logue, please do not hesitate to 
come to the Executive Board's 
office in UC 225 or UC 161. If 
e-mail is preferred, please visit 
the Associated Students web 
site at, www.sandiego.edu/as-
sociatedstudents/, and choose 
an Executive member to con­
tact. All of us are here for 
the students. If there are any 
incidents that anyone would 
like to report, please contact 
Public Safety at ext. 7777. The 
Counseling Center in SH 300 
is also available to anyone who 
may need assistance as well as 
the United Front Multicultural 
Center in UC 128. 
Loyally, 
Matt Thelen, President 
Jenna Kane, VP Student 
Issues 
Sam Mabry, VP Academics 
Matt Bowersox, VP Finance 
Sydney McRae, VP 
Programming 
Christy Garcia, VP 
Multicultural Relations 
Colleen Stebbens, VP 
Marketing 
Brian Wright, VP Student 
Organizations 
Letter to the Editor 
As a dedicated fan of 
the USD men's basketball 
team, the prospect of a stu­
dent organization to replace 
the Bullpit was exciting. 
With the introduction of the 
Frontline earlier this fall, it 
seemed as if student support 
was increasing, with signifi­
cant student turn out at both 
the UNLV game and the San 
Diego State game. However, 
at this past Sunday's game 
against Hawaii, the members 
of the Frontline, with match­
ing fohawks in tow, began 
to not only shout comments 
at the opposing team, but 
also at our own team. Even 
with protests from fellow 
fans, these gentlemen, also 
members of a fraternity, 
shouted rude comments and 
even booed some of our 
very own. Not only is this 
behavior unacceptable, but 
how is an organization that 
promotes school spirit, tol­
erating individuals making 
fun of our very own team? 
At the beginning, I was con­
sidering joining Frontline 
because the concept behind 
the group seemed like a good 
one, but with this behavior, I 
encourage all students not to 
join, until they clean up their 
act and begin to show some 
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A guide to success at USD from a grad-to-be 
BY AMY ENGLISH 
ASSOCIATE EDITOR 
As I write my final column for 
the newspaper, I feel like three 
and a half years of memories are 
flashing right in front of my eyes. 
A heavy sense of nostalgia literally 
overwhelms me as I recount the 
many memories that I have made. 
Memories are all but a small 
fraction of my time at USD; I look 
back in pride over the many experi­
ences and great opportunities I have 
encountered. What disappoints me 
the most is that people don't profit 
enough from some of the hidden 
gems waiting for you to profit from. 
So in my last effort to sway public 
opinion, I offer four pieces of advice 
to make your college experience as 
life changing and beneficial as I feel 
that mine has been. 
Benefit from your education 
inside and outside of the class­
room. 
We've all seen them, the stu­
dents that must have a bed somewhere 
in the library because they are always 
there. There is the other extreme too; 
the students that spend too much time 
volunteering, living Greek-style and 
spending countless hours working 
for school organizations. Don't aspire 
to study more or get more involved, 
aspire for balance in your life. Both 
your studies and your activities outside 
the classroom work collaboratively to 
build your character, intrinsic worth 
and your overall college experience. 
The bitter reality in college is that 
you can't do everything and "give 
your best at the same time. With the 
infamous fear that we will regret not 
trying something, there is also the fear 
that you will look back and wish you 
gave more. Don't stretch yourself too 
thin by overwhelming yourself with 
countless activities, commit yourself 
to fewer activities and make a lasting 
impression. 
Life is finite, the possibilities are 
infinite. 
College is the awkward point in 
time where you are dangling between 
real life and a surreal lifestyle. During 
your time here, there will be moments 
when you will realize just how short 
life is, how every moment is delicate 
and precious, and that we are not in­
vincible. Tragedies have and will con­
tinue to happen despite the beautiful 
lives that we live. 
At the same time however, college 
exposes you to the endless possibilities 
available only to those who persevere 
and push for them. Don't ever under­
estimate your ability to achieve what­
ever you want to achieve. Someone 
has to fulfill the goals that you aspire 
to achieve. My best friend recently 
graduated from college and almost 
let her fear for life prevent her from 
fulfilling her lifelong goal of living in 
Africa for a year. Life is too short to 
underestimate your capacity to fulfill 
your goals. 
Make a personal connection with 
a professor. 
If it weren't for the amazing support 
and encouragement that I received 
from my professors, I wouldn't have 
benefited so profoundly from my 
education. When parents are no longer 
around to inspire and push you further, 
a strong relationship with a profes­
sor can be equally rewarding. Closer 
relationships with professors is one of 
the most attractive features about this 
university, but few people choose to 
benefit from this amenity. Find a pro­
fessor that you can relate with, who 
inspires you to achieve more, and who 
has higher expectations than you do of 
yourself. 
To my advisor, Dr. Del Dickson, I 
owe an improved work ethic and an 
enhanced level of critical thinking. 
Despite reaching borderline insanity 
before every exam, he was genuinely 
committed to develop each of his stu­
dents into passionate and prospective 
scholars. 
To Dr. Randy Willoughby, I owe an 
enhanced motivation and determina­
tion to pursue my career and life goals. 
And I challenge everyone to find a 
professor with a stronger work 
ethic and a larger heart than Dr. Yi 
Sun. 
Take advantage of all that this 
school has to offer. 
There are so many opportunities 
at this school that will pass you 
up if you choose not to open your 
eyes. My work through The Vista 
has given me phenomenal opportu­
nities to travel the world, interview 
musicians and acquire leadership 
and management skills that have 
already aided me in finding jobs. 
My two years as a resident assistant 
have been wonderfully challeng­
ing; I am not saying that I enjoyed 
writing up freshmen in the dorms 
for two years, but the many other 
experiences that I encountered de­
veloped me as a person. 
Working for Residential Life or 
this newspaper may not appeal to 
you in the slightest. But there is so 
much more in the USD community 
that you can benefit from just as 
much as I have. If you can't find 
your calling, then create it. Don't 
let the restrictions of a private uni­
versity prevent you from develop­
ing something that could eventu­
ally benefit others. 
Use your voice in an environ­
ment that is already accustomed to 
encountering new ideas, thoughts 
and philosophies. We're in a uni­
versity! Develop your ideas in an 
environment that is quite possibly 
the most liberal environment in the 
world. 
A not so white Christmas 
BY MICHELLE TALENT 
STAFF WRITER 
It's beginning to look a lot like 
Christmas—wait, no it's not. To me 
sunny weather and palm trees do not 
connote the Christmas season. I am 
from Chicago where you have to 
sleep in sweatshirts and two pairs of 
socks to stay warm. Where you have 
to wake up an extra 20 minutes early 
to allow time to scrap off the pounds 
of snow covering your car. 
Christmas season to me means 
bundling up in layers of clothing, 
wearing hats, gloves and snow pants 
to go sledding or have a snowball 
fight and, afterward, snuggling 
up next to the fire and drinking 
hot cocoa. Without snow and cold 
weather it is hard for me to think 
about Christmas, and many other 
non-locals feel the same way. 
"Usually the snow signals the 
Christmas season and puts me in the 
holiday spirit," Xiaoxi Cheng, USD 
student from Utah, said. "Here in 
San Diego, it is more difficult to be 
excited for Christmas because there 
is no snow to put me in the right 
mood." 
To me lights and Christmas deco­
rations among palm trees almost 
looks silly. I envision a San Diego 
Santa Claus to be wearing red shorts 
and a T-shirt while lying on the beach 
sipping a margarita. 
At home the changing of the sea­
sons signifies the holiday's arrival. 
In California it is just the date on the 
calendar that makes me aware the 
holiday is nearing. 
People who have grown up in 
California and other warm climates 
throughout the country still celebrate 
traditions similar to mine, regardless 
of the lack of snow, to put them in 
the holiday spirit. 
"My family and I go pick out a 
Christmas tree together, then spend 
the day decorating it and playing 
Christmas music. That always puts 
me in the mood," Kristie Bergmann, 
USD student from Arizona said. 
"I've never had a white Christmas 
before, but that does not mean my 
Christmas traditions are that differ­
ent from others who do have snow 
on Christmas." 
Regardless of where you live, 
Christmas finds a home. Santa will 
find a way to get into your home, 
even if you don't have a chimney. 
Lights will glow from palm trees, 
evergreen trees, and every other type 
of tree from your area. The Christ­
mas spirit will carry through from 
state to state. 
Following the Aussie example 
BY CAITLIN SCULLY 
STAFF WRITER 
Under the newly elected Prime Min­
ister Kevin Rudd and his Labor Party, 
Australia is about to enact two impor­
tant environmental policies. First, Aus­
tralia will ratify the Kyoto Protocol next 
weekend in Bali at the United Nations 
Framework Convention on Climate 
Change (UNFCCC). Second, the new 
government met at the 
States will remain the only country to 
have signed but not ratified the Kyoto 
Protocol despite the compelling scientific 
evidence supporting climate change. 
During the Labor Party's election 
campaign, Australia pledged to send the 
Navy or long-range aircraft to observe 
the Japanese whale hunts in the southern 
ocean. The intent is to gather evidence 
to be used in courts against the Japanese 
if they hunt within the boundaries of the 
Southern Ocean Whale 
beginning of December TL I |nj-j-pi-j Ch-afpe Sanctuary- According 
FN Hionieo IIAU/ tn fulfill I lit UIIILtU <JluLCb SydllCy MOITl" to discuss how to fulfill 
its election promise 
to send the Australian 
Navy to the Southern 
Ocean Whale Sanctu­
ary to monitor Japanese 
whale hunters. 
Australia signed 
but did not ratify the 
Kyoto Protocol under 
the previous Prime 
Minister John Howard. 
This means that Australia agreed to the 
Kyoto Treaty terms but did not adhere 
to the stipulations of the treaty. Once 
they ratify Kyoto, Australia will join 
the other 172 countries cutting their 
greenhouse gas emissions by an aver­
age of five percent from their 1990 
levels between 2008 and 2012 (www. 
ispnews.net). 
After this weekend, the United 
remains the only 
country to have 
signed but not 
ratified the Kyoto 
Protocol. 
ing Herald, "Japanese 
whale hunters will 
arrive in the Southern 
Ocean in coming weeks 
to start killing more than 
1000 whales, includ­
ing 50 fin whales, 50 
threatened humpback 
whales and 935 minke 
whales." Peter Garrett, 
the newly elected en­
vironment minister, stated, "using the 
navy is about heightening the pressure 
on Japan to stop killing whales." 
The United States should look to 
Australia as a prime example of how to 
address environmental issues. Australia 
is taking the final steps to reduce carbon 
emissions and going above and beyond 
the call of duty for marine mammal con­
servation. 
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Plastic surgery methods raise eyebrows as well as breasts 
BY MIKE KOMADINA lish department at Chicago State Univer- perfect oneself. It is impossible to be a media star. 
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GUEST WRITER 
Death is now a reality for hip-hop icon 
Kanye West, whose mother, Donda, died 
on Nov. 10 from possible complications 
after cosmetic surgery. 
Dr. Jan Adams performed a tummy 
tuck and breast reduction surgery on 
Ms. West, Nov. 9 in Beverly Hills. She 
was found the next night unresponsive 
and in respiratory distress, and she was 
pronounced dead at Centinela Freeman 
Regional Medical Center in Marina Del 
Rey. Her death once again brings Dr. 
Adams under heavy scrutiny, who has 
previously had several malpractice law­
suits stemming from cosmetic surgery 
complications. 
West's untimely death came while her 
son was preparing for a tour in Europe, 
now cancelled as Kanye West deals with 
the grief of losing his rock. Ms. West had 
given up her position as chair of the Eng­
­
sity in 2004 to manage Kanye's career. 
She later became the CEO of Super 
Good, the parent company of Kanye West 
Enterprises. Ms. West was the inspiration 
for many musical tracks, including "Hey 
Mama," "Can't Tell Me Nothing," and 
"Touch the Sky," which references how 
K a n y e ' s 




cago to New 
York. 
M s . 
West's death has raised eyebrows across 
the country regarding plastic surgery 
procedures. 
Cosmetic surgery has become the 
societal norm in the 21st century. Men 
and women are less satisfied with their 
looks and these operations have seem­
ingly become the most popular way to 
These operations have 
seemingly become the most 
popular way to perfect oneself. 
Hollywood celebrity without considering 
plastic surgery. 
The more of the spotlight a person 
has, the greater the need to be "perfect." 
Consider that Joan Rivers, Courtney 
Love, Michael and Janet Jackson, among 









of make-up, jail, and wardrobe malfunc­
tions. While hosting a red-carpet show, 
comedian Kathy Griffin once questioned 
about "Dakota Fanning's alleged cosmet­
ic surgery." Though a joke, is it really out 
of the question that a young Hollywood 
celeb would undergo such a procedure? 
Doubtful. Speculations surround every 
More often than not, these procedures 
disfigure, rather than perk up. Tara Reid 
had two botched operations in recent 
years, resulting in deformed breasts, 
a hernia and skin damage. Griffin had 
five botched laser eye surgeries, causing 
severe damage to her vision. Now, Ms. 
West's death adds another person to the 
list of dangers that can occur from cos­
metic surgery. 
I'm sure many readers have at some 
point thought, "It would be so easy to 
get this procedure because I don't look 
right." It's possible, but think before you 
act. At this point, the amount of money 
people spend to improve things they 
can't control is absurd. The age of cos­
metic perfection will set a trend for the 
future, where men and women will not 
stop until they look almost robotic. Can 
someone please fill me in about where 
simple exercise and eating healthy went 
wrong? 
Up in smoke: decriminalization is a reasonable request 
BY PETER HARTWICH 
STAFF WRITER 
Marijuana and its use are topics 
seldom heard at most dinner tables. In 
the United States, marijuana has been 
historically seen as one of the flagship 
drugs for the Counter-Culture and 
"Hippie" movements of the rebellious 
1960s. As such, it is frowned upon 
by mainstream American society and 
blamed for everything from being a 
supposed "gateway" drug to a facili­
tator of "laziness" among American 
youth. 
Despite this campaign against 
the "horrors" of marijuana, why do 
Americans still accept alcohol and cig­
arettes in mainstream society? Why 
do people seek to eliminate marijuana 
from society with such fervor and yet 
allow beer commercials with scant­
ily clad women and cigarette ads in 
magazines to support the notion that 
somehow these things are "safer" than 
smoking marijuana? Is this even true? 
Are these ulterior vices really any 
safer than marijuana or any less of a 
gateway drug? 
These are the tough questions one 
must ask oneself and, based on evidence 
and university studies I have found, I 
have determined that marijuana is in 
fact a relatively safe drug and should 
be decriminalized and re-examined in 
mainstream society alongside alcohol 
and cigarettes. 
I must say that I feel, after seeing 
research and studies on marijuana and 
its use, that is far safer to indulge in 
than alcohol or cigarettes, according 
to a 1995 article in the British medical 
journal Lancet, studies conducted over 
a span of 30 years by British doctors 
concluded that, "the smoking of can­
nabis, even long term, is not harmful 
to health." Compare this to the known 
effects of smoking and drinking alco­
hol over a long term. These include, 
but are certainly not limited to, liver 
and kidney failure, various cancers and 
heart disease. Seems to this writer that 
marijuana by comparison is relatively 
benign. 
Now usually this is the moment 
where someone will chime in with the 
theory that "marijuana causes lung 
cancer just like cigarettes!" However, 
according to research, no it doesn't. 
According to the results of a study 
conducted at the University of Cali­
fornia Los Angeles, marijuana may 
even protect against lung cancer. Ac­
cording to an interview conducted by 
the Washington Post, Donald Tashkin, 
the lead researcher of the study, stated, 
"we hypothesized that there would be 
a positive association between mari­
juana use and lung cancer, and that 
the association would be more posi­
tive with heavier use. What we found 
instead was no association at all, and 
even a suggestion of some protective 
effect." 
It seems that health-wise, marijuana 
is surprisingly safe in comparison to 
alcohol or tobacco, but what about its 
effect on society? Indeed, it seems 
to be just as safe there. According to 
an article published in the Institute of 
Medicine's 1999 journal, researchers 
concluded that there is absolutely no 
correlation between the consumption 
of marijuana and the abuse of "harder" 
drugs over time. This means the clas­
sic view of marijuana being a gateway 
drug is sketchy, at best. Furthermore, 
a 1999 study at the University of To­
ronto concluded that while marijuana 
does impair one's ability to drive, it 
is still much safer to do so than when 
alcohol has been consumed. Think of 
how many drunk driving accident re­
ports we all have heard in our lives. 1 
can't honestly tell you I've ever heard 
a similar one for marijuana or that one 
would even exist. 
It seems that though Washington 
despises it and more conservative 
types still curse it, marijuana remains 
a popular, widely used, and safer al­
ternative to alcohol and tobacco. I 
find it bizarre we have spurned it so 
long in the face of such overwhelm­
ing evidence and believe that, given 
the statistical information, it should be 
promptly legalized so that people may 
enjoy the wonders of Cannabis Sativa 
both safely and legally. 
Can you draw? 
The Vista is looking for political or 
satirical cartoons for immediate 
publication! 
> 
Send your submissions to: 
aantone@usdvista.com 
or 
Bring them to the Vista office at UC 114 
See something you like? 
See something you don't? 
Have an opinion on anything at all? 
Write a letter to the editor and see 
your name in print! 
Submissions should be sent to: 
aantone@usdvista.com 
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A very green Christmas 
This holiday season consumers seek environmentally-friendly alternatives to Christmas favorites 
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BY MAGGIE KLOS 
STAFF WRITER 
Considering green is a traditional Christmas color, it seems fitting that 
one should attempt to "go green" this holiday season. This year, environ-
mentally-friendly living is heavily stressed and is one of the most popular 
trends in home decor, fashion and many other areas. Films such as "An 
Inconvenient Truth" and other media outlets are encouraging changing 
wasteful habits to make our world a better place. 
If one has been living in a cave and is not aware of this new way of 
living, it is never too late to give it a chance. The holidays are a perfect 
time to adopt eco-friendly attitudes. Here are a few simple ways to better 
the world this year: 
Receiving a holiday greeting from a long-distance 
friend can be heartwarming, but the paper it wastes can be heartbreak­
ing to the earth. Going green does not mean one has to sacrifice holiday 
traditions. The solution: recyclable cards. 
Websites such as www.holidayclassics.com offer cards made from "100 
percent recycled paper, which includes 30 percent post-consumer fibers." 
Some of the cards even feature environmentally friendly images. For ex­
ample, one card depicts Rudolph with a green, glowing florescent light 
bulb nose. Florescent light bulbs are one of the keys to transforming a 
house into an eco-friendly place. In addition, the cards are both adorable 
and clever. 
Also, do not forget to recycle all the Christmas cards you don't wish to 
save once you are done with them. 
CHRISTMAS 1 REE Perhaps the staple of any Christmas is the tree. 
Many people have different traditions about how to decorate or arrange 
the tree, but in the end we all share a fondness for a plump, tall, green, 
spectacular Christmas tree. 
There is much debate about whether a real or fake tree is better. Ac­
cording to www.greendaily.com, there are benefits and disadvantages to 
both. If you choose a real tree though, wipe your tears and this year do 
not throw it away! Instead buy a tree to plant into your backyard and keep 
the tree around for a long time. 
"Do not put tinsel on a tree because the tinsel damages the tree so that 
it may not be recycled," sophomore Morgan Taylor said. 
The array of different styles and colors of 
Christmas lights makes any holiday a little brighter. However, the electric­
ity traditional bulbs use makes a huge dent in our world. So this year use 
LED lights. 
Do not worry about having to skip out on having colorful or decora­
tive lights with this energy-saving technique because LED lights come in 
a large variety of colors and styles. The website www.holidayleds.com sells 
all LED Christmas lights and says these lights use "90 percent less energy 
and will save 68.5 kW of electricity per year for a single Christmas tree." 
These lights will save the energy and electricity that our earth needs. The 
lights last longer and will even help lower the electricity bill. 
Try the sapphire blue snowflake lights for $19.99 or, for a classic op­
tion, try the warm white LED mini-lights for $15.99. Do not worry about 
having to sacrifice your budget for the environment, these lights are in the 
same price range as most other Christmas lights. Compared to Target's 
prices for lights ($13.99- $19.99), these lights are a perfect addition to a 
green Christmas. 
[ WRAPPING A tree full of beautifully wrapped presents that are alrfiost 
too pretty to tear apart is a Christmas dream. However, what happens to all 
of that wrapping paper once it is ripped apart? It is thrown jp a trash bag 
and becomes waste. The first step to making wrapping paper eco-friendly 
is to reuse it instead of throwing it away. Also, focus on using recycled 
wrapping paper. The website www.papermojo.com sells paper that is re­
cycled and made from all natural materials. The website offers wrapping 
paper that is a present in itself. Try the Flocked Wallpaper Print for $6 or 
the Juliet Print Paper for $4.85. 
DAVINA COADY/THE VISTA PRESENTS Anyone can spread a green attitude by giving gifts made 
Junior Leini Santos sets up the available gifts to purchase from the Center for Awareness, Service and Action in front of the UC during USD's annual from ajj natura] an<j eCo-friendly materials. Green gift ideas are endless and 
Alternative Gift Fair. many magazines offer green options in their holiday gift ideas this year. 
om organicconsumers.org, alternet.org and newdream.org 
ic byjenna Jay 
For the fashionista, try buying clothing made from all natural and organic 
products. Popular designer Philip Lim has designed an eco-friendly line 
for Barneys titled Go Green Go by 3.1 Philip Lim. Louis Vuitton even 
designed a reusable tote bag that can be used instead of plastic bags while 
grocery shopping. For less pricey versions, www.doie.com offers clothing 
made from all natural materials, such as bamboo and silk. Also, visit the 
website www.thegreenloop.com for an array of Earth-friendly and stylish 
options. 
Student Jori Gregorio suggests buying "shirts from Target made from, 
recyclable materials, which are cute, inexpensive and good for the envi­
ronment." 
For the kitchen lover, buy bamboo utensils. The website www.greenfeet. 
com offers many bamboo kitchen materials that are sleek, practical and 
good for the Earth. The bamboo appetizer tray, only $9.95, is a statement 
piece for any dinner party. 
Perhaps as a gift-topper add "An Inconvenient Truth" to educate your 
closest companions on why going green is essential to the world. 
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SETH O'BYRNE 
$4500/month 4-6 person rentaL 3 bedrooms/3 bathrooms TRI MASTERS 
has its 
GARAGE w/ an additional parking space. Newer Construction, slate floors, granite 
countertops, STAINLESS steel appliances, EVERY ROOM SEES THE OCEAN and 
BOARDWALK. Located in Mission Beach - the heart of the action! FOR RENT FOR 
THE SPRING SEMEMSTERNOW - CALL SETH!! 858.869.3940 cell 
** 
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BY SAM WOOLLEY 
A A C EDITOR 
1) Jens Lekman - "Night Falls 
Over Kortedula" 
This Swedish indie phenom 
has made a splash on the Amer­
ican scene with his latest LP. 
His witty cum whimsical lyrics 
recall Belle and Sebastian, his 
vocals Scott Walker, though his 
style is slightly more folk ori­
ented then either the Glasgow 
kitsch poppers or the enigmatic 
Walker Brothers frontman. 
"Friday Night at the Drive-in 
Bingo" is an exemplary track 
on "Night Falls" and is also the 
first single of the album. 
2) Brother Reade - "Rap 
Music" 
These two boys out of ciga­
rette capital of the world Win­
ston-Salem, North Carolina 
take hip-hop back to its bare-
bones roots. Jimmy Jamz flows 
as MC, while Bobby Evans lays 
down the beats as DJ. Having 
relocated to Los Angeles, the 
two are creating a growing 
buzz with this, their debut LP. 
Brother Reade are refreshing 
in that they steer clear of the 
BS most modern rap takes on 
as subject matter: girls, drugs, 
being hard, and whatnot, while 
staying dead true to the music. 
3) Animal Collective 
"Strawberry Jam" 
Experimental rockers Panda 
Bear, Avery Tare, Geologist 
and Deakin have at last created 
an album that can catch the 
ears of indie aficionados and 
mainstreamers alike. "Straw­
berry Jam" champions Tare's 
magnificent vocals while at 
the same time creating a cohe-
siveness that hasn't been com­
pletely present (perhaps and 
probably on purpose) on previ­
ous albums. Pitchfork review 
gave the album an unusually 
high rating of 9.3, so it must be 
awesome. 
4) Of Montreal - "Hissing 
Fauna, are you the Destroy­
er?" 
This gender bending Athens, 
Ga. band has created a fantas­
tical masterpiece with their 
latest album. Kevin Barnes is 
nothing short of a genius and 
he seems to know it. His shows 
are outlandish productions 
of far-out fantasy that excel­
lently reflect his band's wild 
and crazy tunes. The super pop 
appeal of the band's songs must 
of 2007: desert island top five album picks 
old favorites alike made the year memorable with their new releases 
not be overlooked; the com­
bination of melody and flow 
in "A Sentence of Sorts for in 
Kongsvinger" make for one of 
the best choruses a song has 
seen in just about forever. 
5) Arcade Fire - "Neon 
Bible" 
This duo, actually from Mon­
treal unlike the above band 
whose name suggests other­
wise, likely needs no introduc­
tion. With their latest album sit­
ting the way it is in the world of 
music, you are as likely to hear 
them on a large radio station 
as you are in a small neighbor­
hood record shop. Time maga­
zine hails them as the band that 
helped put Canadian music on 
the map. Hell, if David Bowie 
likes them as much as he does, 
they must be doing something 
right. 
BY KAITLIN PERRY 
As,ST. A & C EDITOR 
1) Modest Mouse - "We Were 
Dead Before the Ship Even 
Sank" 
After the effects of 2004's 
"Good News for People Who 
Love Bad News" had sunk 
in and "Float On" had finally 
escaped the minds of many, 
Modest Mouse came along 
with their anticipated fifth 
studio album, "We Were Dead 
Before the Ship Even Sank." 
With new guitarist Johnny Mar 
(The Smiths) and a guest ap­
pearance by The Shins' James 
Mercer, the album is filled with 
catchiness and amazingness, as 
well as some songs a bit on the 
dark side. 
2) The Shins - "Wincing the 
Night Away" 
After a very long three years, 
The Shins finally released their 
third studio album "Wincing 
the Night Away," and did not 
disappoint the many fans they 
gained through "Garden State" 
fame, nor their trusted origi­
nals. The songs have lyrics just 
as unique as those on past 
albums, but the sound of The 
Shins has evolved to include 
even more instruments in even 
catchier combinations. 
3) Beirut - "The Flying Club 
Cup" 
If you are looking for a Eu­
ropean getaway around $10 in 
price, purchase Beirut's latest 
release, "The Flying Club Cup." 
This album, highly influenced 
by Parisian culture, incorpo­
rates French horns, ukuleles, 
COURTESY OF SECRETLY CANADIAN 
Jens Lekman has indie fans going wild with his latest album "Night Falls Over Kortedula." 
accordions and a piano among 
many other instruments. The 
sound will transport you and 
will make you feel worldly and 
happy. 
4) Peter Bjorn and John 
- "Writer's Block" 
Three men that go by the 
names Peter, Bjorn and John 
make up this Swedish pop-rock 
band that are oft recognized by 
the sound of their whistling. 
The popular "Young Folks" 
took the world by storm, catch­
ing the attention of Kanye West 
who adopted that famous whis­
tle for one of his own songs. 
And yet another song of theirs 
is used in a Levi's commercial. 
5) Band of Horses - "Cease 
to Begin" 
This band from North Caro­
lina released their pleasant 
sophomore album this October 
much to the excitement of their 
growing fan-base. The folksy 
indie rock created by the mem­
bers and backing musicians 
is perfect background music 
for a long drive or an hour of 
homework due to its relaxing 
capabilities. 
BY KIRBY BROOKS 
STAFF WRITER 
1) The Shins - "Wincing the 
Night Away" 
"Wincing the Night Away" 
is The Shins follow up to 
2003's "Chutes Too Narrow." 
If you like the band, then 
you'll like the new album. 
"Wincing the Night Away" 
contains slower-paced tracks 
as well as songs that sound 
•as if they may be a continua­
tion of "Chutes Too Narrow." 
The title of the album pays 
homage to guitarist James 
Mercer's insomnia. It took 
the band longer to record this 
new album than any of their 
others; the result is a more 
experimental sound that reso­
nates with Shins fans. 
2) Radiohead - "In Rain­
bows" 
"In Rainbows" is Radio-
head's first album since 2003's 
"Hail to the Thief." The album 
features songs that are mature 
without losing their signature 
unique, brooding sound. Rob 
Sheffield praised: "All of it 
rocks; none of it sounds like 
any other band on earth, it de­
livers an emotional punch that 
proves all other rock stars owe 
us an apology." "In Rainbows" 
manages to be thoroughly 
Radiohead without sounding 
stale while simultaneously de­
livering a punch to the music 
industry. 
3) Feist - "The Reminder" 
If you have watched any 
television in the past year, then 
you saw the Apple Nano com­
mercial featuring Feist's "12 
3 4" and consequently were 
humming the tune whether 
you liked it or not I liked it, 
and bought the Canadian's 
entire album, "The Remind­
er." Leslie Feist's voice is 
reminiscent of Regina Spektor 
and her musical style is simi­
lar in its incorporation of folk 
and jazz with a hint of disco 
(seen in the Chromeo remix of 
"Sealion"). 
4) Daft Punk - "Alive 2007" 
French electronic duo Daft 
Punk produced "Alive 2007" 
as a follow up to "Alive 1997." 
"Alive 2007" does not display 
the purity of previous albums, 
but does not disappoint either. 
"Alive 2007" seeks to evoke 
the crowd of sweaty bodies 
by providing material from 
Daft Punk's 2007 Paris show 
at Bercy. The physical release 
of the album has been post­
poned to Dec. 4 in the U.S., 
but "Alive 2007" has already 
been digitally released. 
5) Eddie Vedder - "Music 
for the Motion Picture Into 
the Wild" 
Eddie Vedder penned 
and performed the entire 
soundtrack for "Into the Wild." 
Vedder's unpretentious songs 
are the perfect backdrop to 
Christopher McCandless' dis­
illusionment and consequent 
disappearance into the Alas­
kan unknown. As the voice of 
Pearl Jam, Vedder is one of the 
biggest musical forces in our 
generation. This soundtrack is 
well worth check ing out 
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Filmmakers make 2( )07 a memorat lie vear in cinema 
Before the Golden Globes or the Oscars, we present our choices for the best films of the past year 
BY SAM WOOLLEY 
A AND C EDITOR 
1) "Into the Wild" - Sean Penn 
Penn's arduous 10-year crusade to 
make an adaptation of John Krakauer's 
novel has proven well worth the time as 
his film finds itself as many critics' pick 
for best film of 2007. The acting skills 
of Emile Hirsch, Vince Vaughn, Marcia 
Gay Harden and William Hurt, combined 
with the camera work of Erik Gautier, 
the music of Eddie Vedder and directing 
of Penn make this film an Oscarworthy 
masterpiece, released fittingly at a time 
when many Americans, along with the 
world's truly privileged, teeter on the 
fine-line of material and self-obsession 
and utter ruin. 
2) "The Darjeeling Limited" - Wes 
Anderson 
This long-awaited film solidifies 
Anderson's reputation as a rare and true 
American auteur. Owen Wilson, Adrian 
Brody and Jason Schwartzman give 
stellar performances as three brothers 
who look for themselves and to each 
other throughout the course of a spiri­
tual journey in India. The soundtrack is 
amazing, swinging heavy with Anderson 
mainstays The Kinks while staying true 
to the film's location and culture with 
traditional Indian music and borrowed 
pieces from the films of Satyajit Ray. 
3) "No Country for Old Men" - Cohen 
brothers 
What is there to say about a film that 
has lately been called nearly perfect (as 
well as exactly so) by many a critic? The 
Cohen brothers have outdone themselves 
yet again, creating a film that rivals the 
ever-brilliant "Fargo." Tommy Lee 
Jones and Josh Brolin provide excellent 
portrayals of the men that define our 
country's foundation, people to whom 
we can all relate. Javier Bardem is the 
most convincing and terrifying villain in 
ages. Look out for some Oscars here. 
4) "Once" • John Carney 
This Irish-made film rocked the 
American independent film market after 
being released stateside in May. Real-
life musicians Glen Hansard (of The 
Frames) and Marketa Irglova star with 
much success as struggling musicians 
in the film. The film received the World 
Cinema Audience Award this year at the 
famous Sundance Film Festival. Direc­
tor Carney provides film lovers with a 
brilliant juxtaposition of the trials of 
romance and musical creativity. 
5) "The Namesake" - Mira Nair 
Like "The Darjeeling Limited," this 
film tells of life's trials intertwined 
with the Indian culture, though this 
time viewers witness the struggles of a 
first generation Indian couple and their 
American bom children while living on 
the east coast. Well-known Bollywood 
actors Tabu and Irfan Khan are excellent 
as the Ganguli parents while Kal Penn 
proves himself the movie's standout in 
something of a breakout role. An excel­
lent film interpretation of Pulitzer Prize 
winner Jhumpa Lahiri's novel. 
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COURTESY OF PARAMOUNT VANTAGE 
Director Sean Penn scored big this year with his adaptation of Jon Krakauer's book "Into the Wild." 
BY KAITLIN PERRY 
ASST. A AND C EDITOR 
1) "Superbad" - Greg Mottola 
This film tells a classic tale of high 
schoolers in possession of a fake ID 
and the adventures that come with 
the responsibility that such a posses­
sion entails. Michael Cera, Jonah Hill 
and Christopher Mintz-Plasse star in 
this genius comedy created by Judd 
Apatow, Seth Rogen, Evan Goldberg 
and Greg Mottola, that has won over 
the hearts of audiences everywhere. 
2) "Into the Wild" - Sean Penn 
This thought-provoking film brought 
to life by Sean Penn is a major standout 
in the collection of the films produced 
in 2007. Starring Emile Hirsch of "The 
Girl Next Door" and "Lords of Dog-
town," this true story of Christopher 
McCandless' life is one of those smart 
movies that makes viewers reevaluate 
their ambitions and the importance 
they place on material objects. If ever 
there were an Oscarworthy movie of 
the year 2007, this is it. 
3) "Ratatouille" - Brad Bird 
This charming animated film about a 
rat destined to be a chef was one of the 
cutest and most intelligent children's 
films of the year, and did not neglect 
to please "Top Chef' loving adults. 
With Patton Oswalt as the voice of 
Remy, the gifted main rat, the humor 
and emotion were ever present. After 
winning the Hollywood Film Award 
for Animation of the Year, how could 
this piece of art not be considered one 
of the year's best? 
4) "The Darjeeling Limited" - Wes 
Anderson 
Acclaimed director Wes Anderson 
impressed moviegoers this year with 
a lovely trip through India, accompa­
nied by a deeply dysfunctional group 
of over-the-counter-medicine-loving 
brothers on a "spiritual quest." Starring 
Owen Wilson, Jason Schwartzman and 
Adrian Brody, the film was guaranteed 
wit and irony, love and hate, peace and 
anger, as well as the appreciation of 
critics and indie kids alike. 
5) "Knocked Up" - Judd Apatow 
This comedy about the trials and 
tribulations of an unexpected preg­
nancy was praised for its realistic 
nature and never-ending hilarity. Seth 
Rogen of "The 40-Year-Old Virgin" 
and "Freaks and Geeks" and Kather-
ine Heigl of "Grey's Anatomy" have 
an amazing on-screen chemistry and 
reveal their versatility as actors. The 
film is one of the most memorable of 
the year, producing quotes that will 
not soon be forgotten. Shmashmortion, 
anyone? 
BY KIRBY BROOKS 
Staff Writfr 
1) "300" - Zach Snyder 
The film adaptation of Frank Miller's 
graphic novel was filmed entirely on a 
blue screen. "300" tells the story of the 
Battle of Thermopylae in 480 B.C. The 
visuals in "300" undoubtedly trump the 
plot and characterization, but the goal 
was to duplicate Miller's original comic 
book. It took just 60 days to shoot the 
entire film, although extensive special 
effects were obviously applied post-
production, and it will be interesting to 
see how the technology is applied in the 
movie industry. 
2) "Superbad" - Greg Mottola 
"Knocked Up" or "Superbad?" 
Producer Judd Apatow scored twice 
this summer, but I have to say I found 
"Superbad" funnier. Its awkwardness 
echoes "Napoleon Dynamite" but the 
jokes are as crude as "Old School." 
Seth Rogen and Evan Goldberg wrote 
the script when they were just 13 and 
Apatow ("Freaks and Geeks," "Knocked 
Up," "The 40-Year-Old Virgin") teamed 
up with director Greg Motolla ("The 
Daytrippers") to make the film. 
3) "The Darjeeling Limited" - Wes 
Anderson 
Wes Anderson is an acquired taste but 
if you are a fan like I am then you were 
anxiously awaiting his latest film, "The 
Darjeeling Limited." "Hotel Chevalier," 
a short film featuring Natalie Portman 
and Jason Schwartzman, preceded the 
film. From the monogrammed suitcases 
of estranged brothers Francis, Peter and 
Jack, to the fleeting appearance of Bill 
Murray running alongside the train, the 
film was quintessential Anderson. 
4) "Into the Wild" - Sean Penn 
I am always a bit skeptical when 
books are made into films, but Sean 
Penn succeeded in his film adaptation 
of Jon Krakauer's non-fiction bestseller 
"Into the Wild." The film chronicles 
the story of Christopher McCandless, 
the Emory University grad who aban­
dons his former life in favor of disap­
pearing into the Alaskan wilderness. 
Emile Hirsch ("Lords of Dogtown") 
plays McCandless in a career-defining 
performance in which his suffering 
transcends the screen and makes Mc­
Candless' perishing difficult to watch. 
5) "The Bourne Ultimatum"- Paul 
GreenGrass 
"The Bourne Ultimatum" is the 
highly anticipated third film of the 
Bourne trilogy. I have always thought 
that by the time the third installment 
hits theaters it is not worth seeing, but 
"The Bourne Ultimatum" exceeded my 
expectations. Matt Damon reprises his 
role as Jason Bourne in the film, which 
is based on the Robert Ludlum novel 
in which the CIA agent Bourne suffers 
from amnesia and engages in a cross 
continental chase. The film is pure 
action as the camera follows Bourne on 
his jolting ride. 
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One writer's criticism of Cohen brothers' "No Country For Old Men" 
You thought everyone liked this movie? You were wrong; we found the guy who didn't 
BY CHRIS BROWN 
STAFF WRITER 
The Cohen brothers have finally 
created a movie where, after witness­
ing senselessly gruesome killings and 
blood splattered bodies, the audience 
members could be heard leaving 
the theater chuckling to themselves. 
Maybe this is a result of a mass popu­
lation desensitized to violence and 
gore, or it could just be the ending. 
A storyline about a lone ranger type 
(Josh Brolin) who finds a suitcase full 
of money amongst the aftermath of a 
drug deal gone bad and then is forced 
to flee for his life. Sounds like it could 
be something amazing. 
The movie does have its moments 
of comedy, often in that somewhat 
sick Tarantino kind of way. It also has 
moments where it absolutely kicks 
ass, again, also in that somewhat sick 
Tarantino kind of way. Both of these 
aspects are greatly enhanced through 
the casting. 
It is good to see Tommy Lee Jones 
branch out from his typical bad-boy 
role in the film though. Oh wait, he 
doesn't, but plays the same old "too 
Javier Bardem portrays the most convincing 
For Old Men." 
every movie (i.e. "Men In Black," 
"U.S. Marshals," "Small Soldiers"). 
This isn't a bad thing, it's just typical. 
The movie does succeed in creat­
ing one of the creepiest killers since 
Hannibal, played by Javier Bardem. 
His utter disregard for human life and 
complete lack of emotion will haunt 
my dreams for months to come. 
tough for the job" role he plays in His main opponent throughout the 
Norman Mailer dies at 84 
Literary lion leaves behind a massive legacy 
BY MARIANNE MALEK 
STAFF WRITER 
Fans and fellow members of the 
writing community recently grieved 
the death of Norman Mailer, one of 
their most acclaimed and respected 
writers. 
Mailer died Nov. 10 at Mount Sinai 
Hospital in New York at age 84, after 
50 years of enchanting audiences with 
his brilliant writing. 
The Pulitzer Prize winning author 
of "The Naked and the Dead," "The 
Armies of the Night" and "The Exe­
cutioner's Song," Mailer was one of 
the most famous post-World War I 
writers. 
Aside from numerous novels, 
Mailer was also very well known for 
his screenplays, articles and poetry. 
His literary achievements, however, 
were not the only fascinating part of 
his life. 
He was born on Jan. 26, 1923 to a 
middle class family in Long Branch, 
N.J. He was raised in Brooklyn, N.Y., 
by his father, an accountant, and his 
mother, who assisted in running a 
truck company. 
His upbringing was that of a typical 
Jewish boy in a middle-class environ­
ment. However, Mailer himself was 
no average kid. 
He wrote a 350-page book at age 
nine and got into Harvard when he 
was 16 years old. In 1943 he received 
a degree in engineering. 
Upon graduation, he joined the 
Army and was sent to the Philippines. 
After the war, at 25 years old, he 
joined Paris' Sorbonne as a graduate 
student where his writing career was 
COURTESY OF MIRAMAX FILMS 
and bone-chilling villain in "No Country 
movie, played by Brolin ("Grind-
house," "American Ganster"), is well 
acted and somewhat falls into the 
tough, mysteriously silent archetype 
of an old Clint Eastwood Western. But 
I guess that's kind of the point. This 
movie shouldn't be seen to find out 
anything new about yourself, but for 
entertainment. Which it provides, at 
the beginning at least. 
The first two-thirds of the movie 
I'll give a good one and a half thumbs 
up (if just for the classic lines, cool 
characters and gunfights alone), the 
last third is like "The Muppets Movie" 
without Kermit. 
The characters have no place to base 
themselves but run around frantically 
trying to make something great out of 
stupid coincidences and random acts 
of destruction. 
It's almost as if the writers didn't 
know how to end the movie, so didn't 
bother writing an ending and tried to 
pass it off by being profound. If there 
is one thing every good movie writer 
should learn, it's moderation. 
One mysterious death is artistic, 
more than one is just plain lazy. This 
confuses me because I know the 
Cohen brothers are good writers. They 
co-wrote one of the best movies of all 
time "The Big Lebowski," as well as 
other box office hits such as "Fargo" 
and "O' Brother Where Art Thou." 
This movie doesn't quite get there 
though it promises well-compiled, 
complex meaning and action. A prom­
ise it knows it can't possibly keep, and 
so doesn't try. 
launched with his first novel, "The 
Naked and the Dead," a story based on 
his experiences from the war. 
Mailer's fame also came from his 
family life and political involvement. 
He was married six times and ran for 
mayor of New York in 1968 as a sup­
porter of the left-wing causes. 
He was a man who had an opinion 
on everything. His personality was 
sometimes vicious, yet his long-time 
rival, Gore Vidal, described him as "a 
man whose faults, though many, add to 
rather than subtract from the sum of his 
natural achievements." He was prob­
ably referring to Mailer's short temper 
and several famous feuds, including a 
1960 stabbing incident that landed him 
in a mental hospital for a short stay. 
Mailer's writing was bold, daring 
and unprecedented by other American 
writers. 
He wrote about topics that were 
controversial, and he fearlessly shared 
his ideas. 
During his 50-year-long writing 
career, Mailer wrote many articles 
for magazines such as Esquire, all 
the while writing and publishing sev­
eral novels, many reaching best-seller 
lists. 
His topics varied widely from 
politics to poetry though, whatever 
the topic, his audiences were known 
to highly anticipatq^he release of each 
and every one of his various works. 
In 2005 Mailer received a gold 
medal for lifetime achievement at the 
National Book Awards. 
He is truly an example of a con­
temporary American literary icon, and 
his work is sure to be remembered for 
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Up and coming bands of 2007 
Look out for Paramore and All Time Low 
BY NICOLLE MONA 
STAFF WRITER 
Paramore 
Enthralled by epic tunes and 
powerful hooks, Paramore, Ten­
nessee-based rockers,separates 
itself from others with its 
new and exciting sound with 
the help of the vivacious and 
talented skills of its lead singer 
Hayley Williams. 
This 16-year-old garage 
punk age and pure emotion 
help set her crazy band apart 
from most of today's garage 
bands. 
With the help of Williams 
forceful voice, enthralling 
songs such as "My Heart" and 
"Here We Go Again" show 
bands can send their listeners 
into pure bliss. 
Their popular, fast selling, 
albums "Riot!," "All We Know 
Is Falling," and "Misery Busi­
ness," set forth the stepping 
stone for the arrival and rise of 
an exciting and powerful new 
rock band for the ages. 
The teenagers began per­
forming together under the 
name Paramore following 
the addition of Jason Bynum 
on rhythm guitar and Jeremy 
Davis on bass. Local hang­
outs and a school talent show 
helped the young band mem­
bers hone their chops before at 
last moving up to gigs at area 
rock clubs. 
Their catching melodies 
and deep charisma eventually 
caught the attention of Florida's 
Fueled by Ramen label, which 
signed the band in April 2005. 
Here, they recorded their full-
length debut, "All We Know Is 
Falling." 
The album was issued in late 
July 2005, and this is the when 
the band's rise to the top began. 
After disappointing receptions 
of other albums it would seem 
they deserve it. 
As their new hits continue 
to climb the charts, this viva­
cious punk rock band will keep 
on winning the hearts of teens 
everywhere. 
All Time Low 
"Bathed in red light, the 
band members vault onto 
stage, shaggy hair flying. For 
a moment, they jump up and 
down, like exuberant kids on a 
bed, then wheel away... guitar­
ist Jack Barakat, 18, jack-knifes 
across the stage, fingers flying 
across his electric guitar...After 
the performance, a mob of girls 
buzzes around each band 
member, seeking autographs 
and photos. Zack Merrick, 
his hair sparkling with sweat, 
gamely wraps his arm "around 
one girl after another and 
grins at the cameras." 
This is how the pop punk 
band, All Time Low, was de­
scribed by the Baltimore Sun 
after a performance at the 
University of Maryland. 
After releasing two records 
on Emerald Moon and per­
forming with bands such as 
Motion City Soundtrack, The 
Early November, Acceptance 
and Gym Class Heroes, the 
four-piece of then high school 
seniors was signed by Hope­
less records who released 
their latest EP "Put up or shut 
up" in 2006. In April 2007, 
the band went into thd studio 
to record a new album, "So 
Wrong, It's Right," which was 
released Sept. 25. The band is 
currently on tour with Boys 
Like Girls, The Audition, We 
The Kings and Valencia. 
As they continue to tour 
and sell more records, their 
rise to fame will carry on. 
For more information on All 
Time Low visit their official 
website at alltimelow.com. 
COURTESY OF RAVENH0USE 
Many people are speculating when M. Ward and Bright Eyes will 
release an album together. 
Indie greats to form band 
M. Ward and Bright Eyes collaborate 
BY CARRIE WIDDER 
GUEST WRITER 
Miley Cyrus and The Jonas 
Brothers. Daft Punk and 
Kanye West. Ryan Adams and 
The Cardinals. One Republic 
and Timbaland. Jenny Lewis 
and Postal Service. Clearly, 
the music industry has noticed 
that two heads are better than 
one. 
The latest singer songwriter 
collaboration to come out of 
the indie/folk/rock category 
is none other than Bright Eyes 
front man Conor Oberst and 
noted folk musician M. Ward. 
The musicians and friends 
go back in their musical ca­
reers, having toured in 2002, 
and again in 2004's Vote For 
Change tour. Although the two 
have worked together before, 
this time it's official, with a 
yet-to-be named band and an 
album in the works within the 
upcoming year. Fans of the lyr­
ical, vocal and musical stylings 
of both artists hopefully won't 
have to wait too long for this 
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5:30 PM 
Put down your 
books and grab 
a plate of 
In the Degheri 
Alumni 
Hosted by the Student 
Alumni Association (SAA) 
Classifieds 
Condo for Sale! 
2 Bedroom Plus Loft! 
Near Campus, trolley, 
and mall. 5777 Gaines 
St #5. Asking $350,000. 
Realtor 858-361-3634 
or 858-213-6058. See 
www.FlyingAgent.com/ 
5777Gaines 
" 2 la jolla 1 bedroom 
condos for sale 279k 
each. 1 3 bedroom town-
home for sale - walking 
distance to usd 445k - 2 










Now accepting applications for Fall 2008. 
• Clinical Psychology PhD & PsyD programs 
APA-accredited 
• Marital & Family Therapy MA& PsyD programs 
COAMFTE-accredited 
Our programs offer intensive theoretical and 
practical skill-based training, expert faculty, 
small class sizes and individualized attention. 




^ r n n  C A L I F O R N I A  S C H O O L  O F  
• PROFESSIONAL PSYCHOLOGY 
• ALLIANT INTERNATIONAL UNIVERSITY 
' Alliant is a private. nonprofit. WASC-accredited university 
; " m and an equal opportunity employer and educator. 
Thursday, December 6, 2007 The Vista 
SPORTS 
Andy Kaestle Sports Editor akaestle@usdvista.com 
Sportsworthy: 
"We bow to nobody or no program. We are Stanford. That's 
all you need to say about that." 




BY ANDY KAESTLE 
SPORTS EDITOR 
On Monday, just before the Miami 
Dolphins would take on the Pittsburgh 
Stealers, the weather at Heinz Field 
took a turn for the worse. 
The episode included powerful 
winds, a violent downpour and flashes 
of lightning very near the walls outside 
of the stadium. It was described as a 
rather scary experience. Thanks to the 
help of the weather the field became 
nearly unplayable and the game was 
postponed about 25 minutes. 
While the resourceful fans quickly 
recognized the hindrance as an op­
portunity to squeeze in a few more $6 
beers before kickoff, the NFL was in 
a hurry to let Miami meet their losing 
destiny and go home. 
The NFL is sometimes run in a way 
that solely focuses on the potential 
profit at hand. Certainly we as fans 
should recognize that sporting events 
are entertainment we voluntarily pay 
for and the industry deserves to be 
compensated. 
As it went, as soon as the weather 
let up game play commenced but it 
caught a lot of onlookers off guard. 
The NFL had made a game-time deci­
sion to skip the two-minute (at most) 
National Anthem presentation as to 
not be even further off schedule. 
It seems almost ridiculous that the 
"Star-Spangled Banner," the generic 
symbol of patriotism, could be sur­
passed so couch viewers wouldn't 
have to wait an extra two minutes for 
"Grey's Anatomy" to start after the 
game.What was the point of saving 
those two precious minutes? 
Truth is that people watching from 
home couldn't even tell that the tradi­
tion had been skipped. Pride for our 
country unites each and every one of us 
as a group of people who stand proud 
for our values and rights as citizens. 
Most Americans view the celebra­
tion of our great nation as a tradition 
that's meant to be broken. The fact 
of the matter is that it was pointless 
to take the national anthem off of 
Monday night's script. Our country's 
National Anthem is performed prior 
to sporting events from the elementary 
levels to the very elite and never has it 
been seen as a burden, until now. 
Taylor's death sends NFL into mourning 
BY BRANDON MYERS 
GUEST WRITER 
The football world was thrown into 
shock Tuesday morning as one of the 
NFL's brightest young stars, Redskins' 
safety Sean Taylor, was shot and killed 
at his own home in Miami Dade, 
Florida. Taylor, only 24 years of age, 
was recently engaged and the father of 
a one-year-old daughter. 
Police determined that Taylor's 
death was most likely due to a home 
invasion or burglary. 
Taylor had encountered a similar 
break in only eight days prior when a 
knife was found on his bed. Nothing 
had been confirmed stolen from the 
house. 
While sleeping with his fiance and 
high school sweetheart, Taylor heard a 
ruckus in the living room. According 
to police reports, Taylor grabbed his 
machete while his fiance and baby girl 
hid under the bed. 
As Taylor prepared to step out of his 
bedroom door, the invader crashed into 
the bedroom and fired two rounds. The 
first of the shots missed, the second hit 
Taylor directly in the femoral artery, a 
pivotal artery in the groin area. 
Taylor was in and out of surgery 
for the majority of Monday and never 
regained consciousness. There is 
record that Taylor squeezed the -hand 
of a nurse, giving hope of Taylor's 
survival to the entire nation. Yet when 
the world awoke Tuesday morning, the 
life of Sean Taylor had ended. 
A gradate of football powerhouse 
University of Miami, Taylor was stay­
ing in his Miami home for treatment 
purposes. He was recovering from a 
sprained knee that he suffered on Nov. 
11 against the Philadelphia Eagles. 
The Redskins' safety was plagued 
early in his career by multiple encoun­
ters with the law. A previous armed as­
sault charge is speculated by some to 
be a motive of his murder. 
According to teammates and family 
members, Taylor had made a drastic 
turnaround in his life. 
After the birth of his daughter, he 
worked hard to improve his image and 
discarded childhood friends who were 
perceived as bad influences. 
Taylor was one of the hardest hitters 
in the NFL. 
He was beloved by fans across the 
country for his ability to put his body 
on the line and crush oncoming oppo­
nents. 
Commonly recognized for his bone 
crushing hit on punter Brian Moore-
man in the 2006 Pro Bowl, Taylor was 
a regular on the highlight reel. His play 
attracted fans from all demographics 
as his jersey was consistently one of 
the top sellers in the NFL. 
Taylor's death comes in the same 
calendar year as Broncos corner back 
Darrent Williams, who lost his life 
during a drive by shooting on New 
Years Day. 
No one can prepare for the death of 
a Sean Taylor. We spend our Sundays 
obsessing over games and worshiping 
players, but we never really realize that 
they, just like us, are utterly mortal. 
The death of Taylor really puts 
things into perspective. 
We should enjoy the artwork that 
is professional athletes' play while we 
can, and celebrate their illustrious and 
successful careers when they finally 
perish. 
Taylor, much like Williams, was far 
too young to have his life taken from 
him. 
But if anything good can be taken 
from this tragic situation, it's that God 
now has one heck of a secondary. 
Taylor's career 
by the numbers 
55 career games 
248 solo tackles 
12 interceptions 
8 forced fumbles 
1 Pro Bowl appearance 
Cowboys down Packers in NFC showdown 
BY STEPHANIE DAUWE 
STAFF WRITER 
Dallas Cowboys wide receiver Ter­
rell Owens' message to last Thursday 
night's audience was as direct as Tony 
Romo's passes: Get your popcorn, grab 
your buddies and start planning your 
Super Bowl party, because America's 
team is here to stay. 
As the Cowboys geared up for their 
showdown against the only other team in 
the NFC with a 10-1 record, the players 
prepared themselves to go up against ar­
guably one of the greatest quarterbacks 
the NFL has ever seen. 
But as was apparent in his perfor­
mance, Brett Favre might have been 
a little nervous himself. To the disap­
pointment of Favre's devoted fans, the 
future hall-of-famer threw two intercep­
tions, and completed a mere five out of 
14 passes for a total of 56 yards. 
After Favre's less-than-impressive 
first quarter, he took a hit from Cowboys 
cornerback Nate Jones that sent him to 
the bench for the rest of the game with a 
separated left shoulder and bruised right 
elbow. 
"I guess his age finally got the best 
of him," one very proud Cowboys fan 
said. "You know what they say: 'out 
with the old, in with the new.'" 
Now at a record 249 consecutive 
starts, 38-year-old Favre is in his 17th 
season in the NFL. Most of the big 
names in today's NFL lineup grew up 
watching Favre make a name for him­
self while they were still being coached 
by their dads in midget football leagues, 
including Wisconsin-bom Romo. 
But Romo is well aware that there's 
only enough room for one sheriff in 
his hometown. "Honestly, I don't think 
there were more than four people who 
rooted for me in my hometown," Romo 
said. Not to worry, though. Romo, who 
has already surpassed the franchise 
record for single-season touchdown 
passes, and for that matter, the record 
for smiles on the field, has plenty of 
adoring fans in Dallas. 
And the adoring fans will be exactly 
what the Cowboys will be able to feed 
off of for their playoff run. Besides 
being placed in the number two spot in 
the NFL, number one in the NFC and 
of course, gaining bragging rights, the 
Cowboys will also likely have home-
field advantage throughout the NFC 
playoffs as a result of their victory. 
Though they'll be favored in the re­
mainder of their regular-season games 
(at Detroit, vs. Philadelphia, at Carolina, 
at Washington), Cowboys owner Jerry 
Jones isn't counting his chickens before 
they hatch. "I don't know that we're 
playing better than anyone else, but 
we are playing as well as we've played 
all year long," he said. "And that's the 
way you dream of it being as we go into 
these types of ballgames." 
But Packer fans are still keeping their 
heads held high. Hoping to recover in 
time for Sunday's game against Oak­
land, Favre still has a good chance of 
pulling it together and landing the award 
for MVP. The Cowboys won't likely 
have to make the trek to the bone-chill­
ing winter temperatures of Green Bay 
for a playoff rematch against the Pack, 
but if both teams win out the rest of 
their games, it's inevitable that they'll 
meet again. 
Now with an 11-1 record for the first 
time in the history of the franchise, the 
Cowboys seem to be gradually closing 
the gap between them and the all-pow­
erful New England Patriots. As the race 
to Super Bowl XLII continues, each 
team knows they've got a tough road 
ahead. And you know what they say: 
It's football; anything can happen. 
I 
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Women's basketball streaks past Mustangs 
BY ANTHONY GENTILE 
ASSOCIATE EDITOR 
In a game of streaks, the 
USD women's basketball team 
made the first and last runs 
against Cal Poly on Saturday. 
The result was a 62-53 road 
win. 
The Toreros jumped out to 
an 8-1 lead in the first four min­
utes. Later in the half, junior 
forward Kiva Herman's lay up 
with 6:14 remaining gave the 
team had a commanding 28-8 
lead. It appeared that the rout 
was on. 
"Any time we can force 
tough shots and get quick re­
bounds and get the ball up the 
floor, we're pretty good in tran­
sition," Toreros Head Coach 
Cindy Fisher said. "I thought 
our defense just created some 
pretty easy offense for us early 
in the game." 
Cal Poly responded with an 
11-0 run to close out the half. 
Despite holding the Mustangs 
to 29 percent shooting, the 
Toreros only had a nine-point 
lead at the break. 
The Mustangs continued to 
come back in the second half, 
using a 10-0 run to cut the USD 
lead to one with 12:41 to play. 
Unlike in the first half, the To­
reros had an answer to the Cal 
Poly run. 
After junior center Amber 
Sprague hit a jumper at the 
8:46 mark to cap an 8-0 run, the 
Toreros never led by less than 
seven en route to the nine-point 
win. The victory improved the 
Toreros to 4-3 on the season. 
Sprague recorded a double-
double in the win, with 20 
points and 17 rebounds. She 
helped USD outrebound Cal 
Poly 45-34. 
"I thought [Sprague] was 
really just very aggressive and 
really assertive with the ball," 
Fisher said. "She knew that 
she needed to score for us and 
really stepped up and did a 
great job." 
Herman also scored in 
double figures for the Toreros. 
She dropped in 17 points on a 
7-for-12 afternoon. 
The Toreros are now in the 
midst of one of their biggest 
weeks thus far this season. 
USD took on SDSU for the 
City Championship Wednes­
day with a home game against 
UCLA on Saturday at the JCP 
looming, Fisher said the To­
reros would not overlook the 
Aztecs. 
"This is a huge game for 
this team. It's a big rivalry 
and the players all know each 
other very well," Fisher said. 
"I don't think they're looking 
past them at all.* * 
COURTESY OF BROCK SCOTT/USD ATHLETICS 
Toreros junior center Amber Sprague delivered a great performance at Cal Poly Saturday. In addition to 
20 points, Sprague had a career-high 17 rebounds in the 62-53 win. 
Toreros season swept away 
BY RAYMOND AYALA 
STAFF WRITER 
The no. 16 Toreros volleyball team 
have had their ups and downs this 
season, and unfortunately for them one 
of those downs came at a very bad time. 
After the NCAA volleyball tourna­
ment field was announced, the Toreros 
seemed confident in their road to a po­
tential final four appearance. A matchup 
pitting them against the Iowa State Cy­
clones seemed like an easy match for 
the Toreros, to set up a second-round 
matchup with the University of Wis­
consin. Unfortunately, what seemed 
like fate for the Toreros ended up turn­
ing into disaster. 
Game one was a good one for the 
Toreros. What started out as a back 
and forth matchup, quickly turned into 
a USD romp. The Toreros went on an 
8-3 run to close out game one and give 
the Toreros the early match lead. Torey 
Ellick made a huge kill in the match, 
and Amy DeGroot began what was a 
big day for the sophomore. 
Game two was a heartbreaker for the 
Toreros, though they led for much of 
it. The Toreros were up 29-28. and one 
point away from a game two win, and a 
huge advantage in the match. Unfortu­
nately, the Toreros were unable to finish 
off the game, and the Cyclones rallied 
to score three in a row and win game 
two 31-29. 
Game three made the Cyclones look 
like the ranked team in this matchup. 
The Cyclones had huge runs, which 
sparked a big game three win for the 
Cyclones, 30-19. 
Though the Toreros were down, they 
definitely were not defeated, and took 
control in the middle of game four. 
Senior Erin Wiskar was not ready to end 
her volleyball career yet, as she used a 
service ace to spark a huge Toreros run, 
which ended up leading to a 30-25 game 
four win. 
Game five was probably one of the 
most spirited games the Toreros played 
this season, and with the season on the 
line, they played their hearts out. Both 
teams were not giving up any ground, 
as they battled to a 10-10 match tie. The 
Toreros went on to take a 13-10 lead, 
and looked well on their way to facing 
the hometown team of Wisconsin. Not 
so fast though, the Cyclones began 
a barrage of kills, and by the time the 
Toreros knew what hit them, it was too 
late. The Cyclones ended up winning 
the deciding match 16-14, ending the 
season for the no. 16 Toreros. 
The Toreros fought hard, but they 
were unable to defeat their first NCAA 
tournament opponent. This does not 
sour an otherwise huge season for the 
Toreros, as both Laurel Abrahamson 
and DeGroot had huge seasons. The 
Toreros will say goodbye to seniors 
Wiskar, Abrahamson, Jessica Anderson 
and Lauren McClure. 
The Toreros will have a long off­
season to think about this huge upset, 
but this should only inspire the Toreros 
more and give them more confidence 
for next season. 
I FOR THE BEST MOVE! 
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|to the Campus 
(858)488-9999 
$ 10 MINIMUS FOR DELIVERY 
APPETIZERS • SOUP 
CA1Z0NES • SALADS 
PASTA • SANDWICHES 
Closed on Mondays 
Sun, Tue, Wed: 3pm to 11pm 
Thurs, Fri and Sat: 3pm to 2am 
2909 MISSION BL. 
(Next to Beachcomber) 
$raF 
MEDIUM 
Minimum 3 Toppings. 
One coupon per order 
Ptease mention coupon when ordering. 
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Shoulda... 
Woulda.. 
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Basketball 
BY ERICA VALDES 
STAFF WRITER 
The USD Toreros shut 
down the Hawaii Rainbow 
Warriors with an impressive 
81-67 victory to improve their 
season record to 4-5. 
"This was definitely a break 
through game," junior guard 
Danny Brown said. "Playing 
here in front of a good home 
crowd made a big difference." 
USD and Hawaii's first face 
off at Hawaii resulted in a 73-
72 Torero win. 
Once again the Toreros 
proved their dominance as 
a strong basketball team by 
defeating the Warriors by a 
crushing 14 points. 
"We built on what we 
knew about them from last 
time," junior forward Gyno 
Pomare said. "We just played 
harder." 
Early in the game the War­
riors took a 12-6 lead, but the 
Toreros quickly responded by 
scoring 13 consecutive points 
to put them on top 19-12. 
Hawaii trailed the remain­
der of the game as the Toreros 
continued to dominate the first 
half leading by as many as 23 
points. 
Junior point guard Brandon 
Johnson contributed 13 points 
to the Torero lead of 49-33 at 
the half. 
"We were a little disap­
pointed going into the half be­
cause we had a 20 point lead 
and let them come back to a 
16 point lead," Brown said, 
"but it just fired us up to come 
out and play a strong second 
half." 
The Toreros indeed came 
turns up the heat for second time over Hawaii 
back in the second half bat­
tling to keep their impressive 
lead, but the Warriors matched 
USD's intensity, fighting to 
lower their 16-point deficit. 
Hawaii managed to edge 
within 10 points at 72-62 with 
4:40 left in the game, but the 
Toreros rallied and did not 
allow the Warriors to come 
closer than a 12-point gap. 
Hawaii's Bobby Nash and 
Stephen Verwers each scored 
15 points in their team's effort 
to come back from the deficit 
but the Toreros' solid play and 
notably improved defense kept 
them out of reach. 
Both teams played their 
hearts out, but the Toreros 
prevailed. 
The Torero's had 33 re­
bounds and only 12 turnovers, 
while the Warriors had 35 re­
bounds with 13 turnovers. 
The difference in the game 
was USD's 28 of 49 shoot­
ing from the field, including 
7-for-12 three-point attempts 
as opposed to Hawaii's 25 of 
63 from the field and 7-for-20 
three-point attempts. 
"This win will help us for 
next game because Hawaii is 
a really tough team so we'll 
build on that," Pomare said, 
who contributed 18 points and 
eight rebounds to the Torero 
victory. Other high scorers in­
cluded Johnson with 25 points 
and forward Chris Lewis 
who had 10 points and 10 re­
bounds. 
After this crucial win and a 
lot of motivation the Toreros 
are hovering right around .500 
going into their next game on 
Saturday at New Mexico. The 
next home game is Dec. 15. 
Torero fans are encouraged 
to come out to the games to 
show support for their team in 
hopes of continuing on into a 
season filled with many more 
wins and a shot at the NCAA 
tournament. 
RYAN BRENNAN/THE VISTA 
Junior forward Ray Murdock moves the ball around to junior guard Brandon Johnson in Sunday's game against Hawaii. Johnson scored 25 
points in the Toreros' 81-67 victory. 
Week in 
BY ANDY KAESTLE 
</- Sports Editor 
Men's Basketball 
After just barely pulling off a victory at their last meeting with Hawaii, the Toreros 
defense came alive to give USD an 81-67 win. 
Next Match: On Saturday the Toreros are playing at New Mexico and then they return 
home on Dec. 15 to take on Stephen F. Austin. 
Women's Basketball 
The team gained a lot of confidence back with their 62-53 win over Cal Poly last Saturday. The 
team moves above .500 to 4-3 with the win. 
Next Match: The women are home this Saturday against UCLA. Tipoff is set for 2 p.m. 
at the JCP. 
fl 
r Women's Volleyball 
After muck anticipation and preparation, volleyball dropped a tough loss in the opening 
round of the "NCAA tournament 3-2 to Iowa State. 
The loss concluded the season for the women who earned an overall record of 21-8. 
The Vista 
staff thanks 
you 
for recycling 
your Vista! 
